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Area Reports  

AREA CHAIR’S REPORT (Barry Holland) 

I attended the National Council in Southampton in April 2017 along with Graham Butler (Area Secretary) and 

Richard Watson.  The meeting was chaired by Des Garrahan (Ramblers National Chair).  The new Chief 

Executive (Vanessa Griffiths) attended and contributed widely. The National Council was far less contentious 

than 2016. Surrey Area has been leading on the issue of Governance for some time.  The New Chief Exec is 

in the process of reviewing this and we await developments.  National Council 2018 is at Bangor University 

7th and 8th of April. 

A major issue confronting Surrey Ramblers this year has been the severe cutbacks on spending by Surrey 
County Council.  Spending on rights of way is being cut by about 80%.  This is having a severe impact on us 
and on the contractors who have traditionally carried out summer maintenance work.  The collapsed bridge 
at Ockham TQ054584 has been unsafe for many months but I understand that repair costs would exceed the 
total budget that Surrey now has.  To help fund our own maintenance efforts we are looking at a donate-a-
gate project that would encourage individuals or businesses to pay for gates that we would install. 
 
Surrey County Council are also beginning to introduce car parking charges at Newlands Corner and other 

locations where they have management responsibilities.  Surrey Ramblers are not opposing charges in 

principal but we are trying to keep them as low as possible and also will be lobbying for an affordable season 

ticket system. 

 

Highways England are proposing major changes to the M25/A3 junction and we are represented on the 

consultation by Keith Chesterton (Guildford). 

The developer proposing to build at Wisley airfield has contacted Surrey Ramblers seeking our support.  Their 

proposals include upgrades for cyclists and horse riders but very little for walkers. 

There are moves afoot to try to get public footpaths made into dual use so that cyclists might use them.  The 

following statement from Brian Reader best describes Surrey Ramblers stance: 

“The advice note correctly reminds us that it is not clear in law whether there is a right of way on foot over a 
cycle track. It also correctly reminds us conversion of the complete width of a footpath to a cycle track means 
the route is deleted from the definitive map. The advice note should therefore give clear guidance that 
Ramblers should OPPOSE all such conversions of the complete width. 
 
But by all means accept part-width conversions PROVIDED there is an acceptable width remaining for the 
footpath. I once had to deal with a ridiculous case of a proposed conversion of the majority of the width of a 
3-metre wide footpath leaving just 400 millimetres as the legal width of the remaining footpath. I successfully 
argued that 400 millimetres was less than the width of an average person and obtained a 50/50 split of the 
width between the footpath and the cycle track.” 
 
The Surrey Ramblers Day at Sandown Park was well attended and most enjoyable.  Many thanks to all the 

volunteers who helped make a success. 

The Area Committee is still looking for one or possibly two Publicity Officers.  The vacancy for Area 

Membership Secretary has been filled.  We are in the process of purchasing a new projector for Area and 

Group use. 

Please note that I will be standing down from the post of Chair in November 2018. 
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AREA FOOTPATH & ACCESS SECRETARY’S REPORT: (Rodney Whittaker) 

Our main issue this year has been Surrey’s savage cut in the footpath maintenance budget from £300,000 

to £100,000.  Many paths received no summer vegetation cut and SCC say they are now responding only to 

their very restricted priority 1 & 2 problems (immediate and significant safety issues/complete blockages).  

This has made the Ramblers volunteer effort even more important and it was good to see; 

- a further rise in the number of Volunteer Path Wardens 

- an increase in the Ramblers volunteer hours on BVPI and footpath maintenance from 2050 last year to 

2,825 

- the proposed restarting of a Mole Valley footpath maintenance team. 

   

My thanks as ever to the Local Footpath Secretaries who lead this effort, together with the energetic 

leaders and members of our many group working parties.   

 

Path Issues 

The issue of Pigeonhouse Bridge over the river Wey connecting paths in Woking and Guildford boroughs 

remains open. The bridge needs replacing and SCC has been meeting with the Environment Agency which 

has responsibility for the river. Funding is of course a problem and SCC is considering a further approach to 

Wisley Golf Club which owns an adjacent private bridge.  

 

 BVPI 178 (Best Value Performance Indicator) 

The biannual BVPI exercise was undertaken again by Surrey Ramblers in November and May. There are 

currently 58 trained Ramblers volunteers actively taking part with good coverage of most areas of Surrey.  

A new training course is scheduled to take place early in 2018   Not surprisingly with Surrey’s budget cuts, 

while the May figure was similar to the previous year at 85% ‘easy to use’, after the summer the 84% ‘easy 

to use’ figure from last November was down to 74% in 2016.   

 

Reporting of/Resolving PROW problems 

SCC’s new Countryside Access Management System has been a disappointment as we have not been able 

to rely on it to give an accurate and updated picture of outstanding path issues.  A new system is to be 

introduced early in 2018 with some promising new features and we will be checking it carefully in the hope 

that it will be a significant improvement. 

 

Guidance Note for New Local Footpath Secretaries 

Thanks to the initiative and energy of 2 of the Local Footpath Secretaries, Andrew Bowden (Guildford East) 

and Ian Wilks (part of Waverley), there is now a new set of ‘Guidelines for Local Footpath Secretaries in 

Surrey’.  With Area Webmaster David Leedham’s help, they appear on the Surrey Ramblers website under a 

new Home page tab ‘Footpaths’ which also has a number of other useful links. 

 

Donate a Gate 

East Surrey group has put forward a plan for an Area Donate a Gate scheme similar to that introduced by 

other Ramblers Areas and by some Surrey groups.  Many stiles are old and need replacement, others are 

simply difficult to climb so replacement gates are always welcome.  Surrey CC has indicated it will be 

pleased to assist with landowner liaison and ordering.  It’s hoped to progress the scheme and obtain 

maximum group involvement next year. 

 

Paths opened/re-opened 

The re-opening of bridleway 163 at Busbridge was more dramatic than most, requiring a major engineering 

project to rebuild a dam between 2 lakes.  Godalming & Haslemere group were actively involved in bringing 
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together the local Parish Council, local landowners and Surrey County Council before  

 

3 paths near Newchapel, Lingfield were re-opened, following almost 7 years of obstructions, and are now 

open and accessible following work by Ramblers volunteers. It also required considerable persistence by 

Local Footpath Secretary Tony Pearson to get Surrey to deal with obstructive landowners. 

 

The stories of both these paths were featured in ‘South East Walker’ but there are numerous paths badly 

obstructed simply by overgrown vegetation which are cleared for use regularly by Ramblers Group 

maintenance working parties and Volunteer Path Wardens working on their own. 

 

Role changes  

John Webb has taken over from Maurice Cranefield as Local Footpath Secretary in Reigate South; and 

Katherine Crook from Holly Matthews for the Surrey Young Walkers.  Changes are pending in at least 2 

other groups and it is good to see potential successors come along to the twice-yearly LFS meetings to get a 

taste of the role. 

 

MEMBERSHIP  REPORT (Work by David Leedham) 

1. MEMBERSHIP 
Anne Jamison, our Area Membership Secretary stood down at the Area AGM 2017 and since then David 
Leedham has kindly acted as a conduit for the Area to receive the monthly membership reports issued by 
Central Office. David has been providing statistics for Area Council. Most new members have either 
nominated a Group that they wish to be attached to but for those joining by the Internet and have been 
allocated to Surrey Area rather than one of our 16 Groups, Barry Holland contacting them to suggest they 
they try the nearest local Group. After the period of this Annual Report, Elliot Cairnes has come forward and 
as volunteered to become Area Membership Secretary. 
 
The total Area membership has dropped slightly between the End of September 2016 (6727) to 6684 at the 
end of September 2017.  The table below gives the changes per Group.  
 
2. RECRUITMENT CUP 
The groups that gained the most members during the year were, 
East Surrey  + 45 
SABRE  +32 
Surrey Young Walkers +11 

 

End of Sep-16 Dec-16 Mar-17 Jun-17 Sep-17 

Croydon 868 856 844 845 842 

East Surrey 388 398 423 427 433 

Farnham & District 526 518 527 520 508 

Godalming & Haslemere 459 455 456 451 445 

Kingston 615 610 599 595 586 

Mole Valley 415 408 412 419 421 

Richmond 556 550 545 540 533 

Woking 220 220 215 212 216 

Epsom & Ewell 407 390 387 386 382 

Guildford 324 319 315 308 314 

Reigate 244 249 250 250 248 

Staines 298 293 298 298 295 
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Sutton/Wandle Valley 495 505 507 510 496 

Surrey Heath 234 234 237 235 227 

Surrey Young Walkers 119 121 124 125 130 

SABRE 272 283 290 303 304 

Sub-total 6440 6409 6429 6424 6380 

SR96 112 113 128 119 139 

SR98 175 171 170 168 165 

Total 6727 6693 6727 6711 6684  

End of Year Summary 

The table below shows total Area members by type of membership. 

Members by type 30-Sep-16 30-Sep-17 Change 

Annual Individual 3170 3203 +33 

Annual Joint 2093 2097 +4 

Annual Concession Individual 739 710 -29 

Annual Concession Joint 490 437 -53 

Life Individual 77 76 -1 

Life Joint 8 6 -2 

Life Concession Individual 87 90 +3 

Life Concession Joint 63 65 +2 

Total Members 6727 6684 -43 

 

AREA WEBMASTER’S REPORT: (David Leedham) 

Surrey Area website visits have grown from about 1500 per month in October 2016 to 1800 per month in 
September 2017.  The most popular pages were 1) Home Page, 2) Walks Page, 3) Groups Page. 
 
The Newlands Corner page continues to be updated with any news about the introduction of parking charges. 
A total of 42 news items has been added to date. Now that the play trail and development of new visitor 
facilities have been shelved, regular updates will cease once the parking charges have been introduced. 
 
News items added to the front page this year include subjects such as leader training, AGM details, South 
East Walker and path restoration.  
 
The members’ area is regularly updated with meeting minutes, membership reports and the latest Area 
Directory. There is also a chart showing the membership trend for each group over the last seven years, and 
a comparison of Surrey membership with the UK figures. 
 
In March 2017 A “Walks Calendar” was added to the front page. This is intended to make it even easier for 
both members and non-members to see the number and variety of walks we offer across Surrey Area. Hover 
over a day (or tap on a touchscreen device) to see a list of walks on that day. Clicking (or tapping) on a walk 
will bring up full walk details from the Group Walks and Events Manager. 
 
The front page photo, which is also used on Facebook, is updated four times each year in line with the 
seasons.  Contributions of photos from members, epitomising a season and suitable for the panoramic format 
used, would be very welcome. 
 
This year the website was used again to advertise leader training courses and to process booking requests 
for courses run by Surrey Area. 
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The Surrey Area diary on the front page shows details of Area Council meetings, AGM, walking festivals and 
any other important events. Clicking through gives further details including a location map. 
 
The Surrey Area Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/SurreyRamblers) has gained more “likes” – 
there are now 195 (compared with 168 last year) - but again needs more contributions from members.  
Anyone with a Facebook account can post to the page. 
 

PUBLICITY WORK WITHIN THE AREA: 

The Area Display Screens have only been used once this year by Woking Group at a Basingstoke Canal Event 
in Woking.  The Pictures and Text panels which David Sharp designed and produced need updating but in the 
absence of a Publicity Officer and other work by the Area Officers, work in producing new screen material 
has been put back. 
 
The Area Projector has in regularly used by Groups but has developed a fault and a new projector has been 
purchased in November 2017. 

An attempt to place national membership leaflets into Surrey County Council’s libraries met with a refusal 
as, according to SCC, it contained a request for donations.  After some correspondence with Central Office, 
the Area is re-designing its own Area Leaflet into a tri-fold version which would fit into racks in libraries, and 
other information centres. The Area is looking for volunteers to help in dealing with press releases and social 
media but also to handle the display material and arrange distribution between Groups. 

REPORTS FROM AREA APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES: 

 

Ramblers Greater London Forum: 
 
Started in 2007 with two representatives from each of the 6 Areas with London Boroughs. In the past years 
there has been an attempt to re-vitalised the Forum by increasing its membership by inviting a 
representative from each of the 20 Greater London Groups.  Inner London have chosen not to be actively 
involved and other Areas have tended to focus on their County territories rather than working within 
Greater London.  The position of the Forum has been discussed with a Central Office staff and with 
members of the newly formed Area and group working party set-up by the Board of Trustees. Its Future is 
to be decided in early 2018. 
 
Graham Butler 
 
Basingstoke Canal Users Group: 
    
I represent Surrey and Hampshire Areas on the Users Group, and this is my annual report to both Areas. 
The Group has not held any physical meetings for a few years, but the Canal Authority keeps me informed by 
regular e-mail contact of any incidents affecting the canal and towpath. Many of these incidents do not 
directly affect walkers (e.g. canal stoppages due to replacement of lock gates), but I watch out for any issues 
that do affect walkers and advise the relevant Area and/or Groups as necessary.  
 
The landslip at Dogmersfield in Hampshire has continued to be a major cause of concern for the Canal 
Authority. The towpath has been subject to several closures over the last two years, but is now open once 
again. 
 
It is expected that there will be towpath closures during the Farnborough Air in line with safety measures 
introduced after the Shoreham disaster two years ago. 
 
Most other incidents affecting the towpath are much more minor, e.g. fallen trees, and are usually cleared 

https://www.facebook.com/SurreyRamblers
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very quickly (within a matter of days). 
 
Maintaining the canal is expensive, and both Surrey County Council and Hampshire County Council (the joint 
owners of the canal) are short of funds and try to exercise tight budgetary controls. There is an agreed funding 
formula for contributions from the borough and district authorities along the canal, but they in turn also have 
budgetary problems and not all are paying their full dues. The two worst performers continue to be 
Runnymede and Surrey Heath Councils (both in Surrey). 
 
A revised version of a guidebook to short circular walks utilising the canal towpath has been published as a 
joint enterprise between the Basingstoke Canal Society and the Ramblers. Grateful thanks to members of 
Woking group and of North Hampshire Downs group for their efforts on this. 
 
Brian Reader                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Area Officer list for this period 

  
Area Role Name Phone

  
Email 

Chair   Barry Holland  01483 415329   chair@surreyramblers.org.uk 

Vice-Chair Roy Endersby 020 8656 8794  vicechair@surreyramblers.org.uk 

Secretary (acting) Graham Butler 01424 845052  secretary@surreyramblers.org.uk 

Treasurer Jackie Leedham 01932 355138  treasurer@surreyramblers.org.uk 

Footpaths/Access Rodney Whittaker 020 8398 4822  footpaths-access@surreyramblers.org.uk 

Membership 
Covered by 
Webmaster 

And the Chair 
 

Webmaster David Leedham 01932 355138  webmaster@surreyramblers.org.uk 

                                             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:chair@surreyramblers.org.uk
mailto:vicechair@surreyramblers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@surreyramblers.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@surreyramblers.org.uk
mailto:footpaths-access@surreyramblers.org.uk
mailto:webmaster@surreyramblers.org.uk
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Group Reports  

CROYDON GROUP.   

 

Croydon Group finished our 68th year in grand style at our November AGM. During the previous year we 
organised well over 400 rambles during the year, plus those taken on holidays. The walks ranged from 1 mile 
to 23! Groups of keen walkers have completed the Chiltern Way, and the High Weald Trail. Others have 
started the South Downs Way and the Capital Ring (again!) Five walking holidays were organised, three in 
the UK, Daventry, Weymouth and Shanklin, and two abroad at St Nicholas La Chapeel and Baska Voda. We 
were very pleased to host our annual walk with the London Blind Walking Group We owe a big vote of thanks 
to all our walk leaders and holiday organisers.  
 
For a more relaxed time there have been many visits to places of interest and quarterly tea and cakes in 
central Croydon. We do make great efforts to keep in touch with members who are no longer able to walk 
with us and organise an annual get together for those members, always a sell-out. We must thank our 
Fellowship Secretary for all the cards sent and phone calls made during the year. Other sell-outs? Our pre-
Christmas quiz and our post-Christmas lunch. 
 
We ran a further first aid session led by a trainer from the British Red Cross but had to postpone a planned 
New Leaders’ Training day, it has been put forward to March 2018. 
 
Our new Treasurer has continued to keep an eagle eye on our accounts and we are budgeting for next year 
to continue with our training courses.  
 
As a Group we continue to take a keen interest in our local footpaths and environment. We have an active 
footpath maintenance team who are out each month doing battle with encroaching vegetation. This year has 
again featured the installation of several metal kissing gates, hopefully meaning less maintenance for the 
future and making access easier to a wider number of walkers. The gates, funded by Croydon Ramblers or 
members’ donations, were all dedicated to the memory of former group members. 
 
As Surrey County have slashed the budget for footpath maintenance and improvements the work of our 
working groups has become even more essential. Several Croydon Members have been trained as Volunteer 
Path Wardens, able to report, or fix, local path problems. 
 
We finish the year with a drop in membership, down from 860 to 842, (2.09%) and we are looking at possible 
ways to reverse this trend. 
 
We have an elected committee of nine members, eight of the committee were re-elected, and we start the 
next year with a new Chair, Roy Endersby.  We couldn’t function without our group of backroom helpers that 
keep our group running, dare we say smoothly, and we owe them all a great vote of thanks.  
 
Peter Roud (Chair until November 2017) 

EAST SURREY WALKERS.   

 

East Surrey Walkers have enjoyed another successful year.  Membership of the Group has risen by 11% to 
442 members and we have won the Recruitment and Retention cup for Surrey this year. We have run 28% 
more walks than last year bringing the total number of walks to 294 for the year. Thanks, must be given to 
Helen Whiteley as Membership Secretary who has done a great job in welcoming new members and our 
ever-increasing band of walks leaders who keep the walks programme varied and alive.  The programme 
includes short walks, long walks, ambles, fast fitness walks and summer evening walks.  We participated in 
the local walk for the London Blind Club. 
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Group holidays are very popular.  This year members have holidayed in France, Dovedale and walked part of 
the Cleveland Way.  There is a group in Eastbourne the first weekend in December enjoying a full weekend 
of coastal walks. We also had a very successful daytrip to Arundel to include a short and long walk. 
 
Social events include a New Year lunch, Disco, Annual Dinner, Sausage Sizzle, Cream tea, BBQ and Barn Dance. 
We also host ‘walking wounded’ tea parties for all those members unable to walk for health reasons but who 
want to keep in touch with their walking friends. Thanks to our Social Secretary and her team for all their 
hard work. 
 
A team of East Surrey Walkers have hosted several Walks Leaders Training days and a group of volunteers 
known as Ken’s Krew spend several hours a month on path maintenance and the installation of kissing gates 
to replace dilapidated styles.  We also have an active team of footpath secretaries, Tony Pearson, Richard 
Maskell and Benedict Southworth and a team of path wardens constantly inspecting footpaths.  Two long 
outstanding path closures are now close to being resolved thanks to this team. 
 
We have a very active IT team and all communication is via the internet.  Brain Smith has just completed a 
complete re build of our internet site and we also have an active Facebook page. 
 
There have been a number of Committee changes since our October AGM.  We have a new Chair in Judy 
Brua, a new membership secretary in Pauline Guy, a new Publicity Officer in Mike Osborn and a new Walks 
Co-ordinator in Helen Whiteley. 
 
East Surrey Walkers look forward to another busy and varied year of walks and social events in 2018. 
 
Helen McDonnell, ESW Secretary. 
 

EPSOM AND EWELL GROUP  

 
The Group finished the year with 24 less members than the end of September the previous year. The drop 
was from 407 to 383. 

During the year there were four walks a week making a total of 203 walks. The average length of walks was 
5.8 (The average number of people on a walk was 23.  Based on 192 walks, which info was returned, the total 
number of walkers was 4336. Of these, 379   were members of other groups and 166 were visitors/guests. 
46 walks started at or near public transport.  The average number of walkers has decreased slightly for Sunday 
and Wednesday walks but increased slightly for Thursday walks and significantly for Tuesday walks. This year 
there were 3 Saturday walks, these included the Summer Barbecue walk and the AGM walk last year. There 
were also 3 evening Pub Strolls which had a total of 77 walkers. 

The most popular day for walks continues to be Tuesdays 1539 with over 50 walkers on 3 occasions which is 
presenting some logistical problems which are currently under discussion 
 
Maureen Gullet, our Footpath Secretary, has continued to deal assiduously with members concerns re 
footpath problems and has distributed information for members showing how problems are dealt with by 
SCC. She urges walk leaders to continue to inform her of any problems they encounter. 
 
This year in September, Bob Hayward organised a group holiday to the Peak District.  
 
There have been a number of social activities organised by various group members during the past year, 
beginning with our AGM held again at the Peter Aubertin Hall on November 5th.  As usual there was a walk 
before the meeting began and Lunch was organised by the social committee which was much appreciated 
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Our Christmas Lunch (plus entertainment by members) took place again at the Reigate Manor Hotel on 12th 
December. It was enjoyed so much by all who attended that we will be returning there for Christmas lunch 
this year. 
 
 Following the success of last year’s evening walks, 3 more were arranged for this year finishing at pubs where 
meals were served 
 
On the 13th May we held another successful Quiz Night at Ruxley Hall with excellent quiz masters. A fish and 
chip supper was organised by members of our Social Committee. 
 
On June 10th Tony and Maureen Gullet organised a coach trip day out to Tunbridge Wells for 50 people. It 
was a hugely successful day which included a visit en route to Groombridge Place and the Heritage Spa Valley 
railway. 
 
In July one of our Social Secretaries, Jenny Baldry organised a Barbecue which was preceded by a walk at 
11am led by Diana Dennis and Jan Dixon.  
 
Frances Appleby, Secretary  

FARNHAM GROUP. 

 

We had 2 changes to the make-up of our Committee at this year’s AGM on Saturday 18th November.  Hilarie 
Millward was elected to the role of Secretary replacing Geoff Scott whilst Anne Pullinger was elected Rambles 
Secretary replacing Geoff Hooker.  Although the Chairman and Publicity Secretary have served their 3-year 
terms, there were no nominations to take-over those roles.  However, the existing incumbents, Chairman 
Alan Buttery and Publicity Secretary Graham Noakes have agreed to serve a further year.  

 

This year, we ran 8 Footpath Maintenance Tasks from March to October.  These tasks comprised replacing 
stiles with kissing gates, repairing or replacing bridges, replacing signage and a significant amount of 
vegetation clearance.  A total of 649 man hours were deployed in identifying and rectifying problems. 

We deployed 3 co-ordinators this year, Alan Keeley, Allan Bird and Alan Buttery taking on different aspects 
of the role.   

We continue to have 3 footpath secretaries, Tim Devis, David Ross and Alan Keeley and 19 footpath wardens 
co-ordinated by Susie Duffy, warden for Frensham parish. 

We led 431 walks last year. This includes Tuesday evenings in the Summer focussing on those at work. There 
were also 3 litter picks, a walk with the London Blind club and a fish & chip walk.  In addition, there were 
Saturday specials to Bath, a Farnham Mills Walk and a Real Ale Trail around Farnham village pubs. We had 
360 Ramblers during the Festival of Winter Walks and a walk on every day apart from Christmas Day.  The 
inaugural Farnham Walking Festival was held during the Spring.  We contributed 7 walks and attracted both 
Ramblers and non-Ramblers.  
 
Our membership numbers declined from 524 to 509. We had regular and good publicity in the Farnham 
Herald and in South East Walker. We manned a stall at The Bourne Show to publicise Ramblers and attended 
a Retirement Fair at the Farnham Maltings in February to help recruitment. 
 
We had 70 members at this year’s AGM.  At our Spring Social in March, over 70 members heard Chris 
Shepheard, local historian and former Director of the Rural Life Centre speak about Farnham’s Industrial 
Heritage. 135 Ramblers attended the 6 Christmas Lunches held at the end of walks over the holiday period. 
80 members attended an excellent Quiz night in October.  Members organised 2 holidays last year: Anglesey 
during May with 35 Ramblers and to the Lake District in September with 44 Ramblers.  
 
Alan Buttery, Chair 
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GODALMING AND HASLEMERE GROUP.  
 

Notable events this year included a walk held on Christmas Day for the first time, the ceremony to mark the 
installation of the Denis Holmes memorial gate in March and the three  day walking holiday in Dorset in May. 
 
We gained 44 new members over the year but had a net loss of 14. Membership is currently 445. 
There were 234 walks in our programme. Most of them were as usual on Wednesdays, Thursday mornings, 
Friday evenings and Sundays. Special ones included a breakfast walk, two lunch walks near Christmas and a 
supper walk. In June, we held our annual walk with the London Blind Rambling Club. We had two walks in 
London, two on the Isle of Wight and a local one to see the Flying Scotsman pass. 
 
We had a six mile walk in August in the Godalming Staycation and a ten mile walk in the Haslemere Walking 
Festival at the end of September.   Over the last three years the attendance on walks has increased almost 
30%. This year the average attendance on walks was 20. Shorter walks (less than 8 miles) were more popular 
than longer ones. There were ten new leaders. 
 
The three one-day coach trips in August were to Eastbourne, the New Forest and the Ilse of Wight. They were 
popular enough for us to hire a larger coach.  In June, we hired a coach for an extra trip. This was to 
Oxfordshire for short walk in the morning followed by a visit to Chenies Manor House and garden. Another 
such event has been planned for next year.   The week’s holiday in Bavaria in September was also popular 
and quickly became fully booked. 
 
In May we held a stall at the Blackheath Fair and ran a croquet game in the village. In spite of the weather 
our team of six enjoyed themselves and raised money for the group from the sale of second-hand maps and 
walking gear. 
 
Several items about our walks and events appeared in local newspapers and in South East Walker thanks to 
our publicity officer. In January, he set up a Facebook page for the Group.  
 
Members of the footpath working party were busy during the year. Together they spent 101 hours on various 
projects. In September the leaders started a donate-a gate scheme for the Group. Since then they have 
installed and paid for three kissing gates. 
 
Jennifer Caddy, Chair 

GUILDFORD GROUP.   

 
The Chairman would like to thank the Committee and all those who volunteered during the year for another 
successful year.  
 
According to Surrey area Membership Secretary our membership dropped by 9 from 323 to 314 members at 
the end of September relative to 2016.  This drop which has occurred in many successive years unfortunately 
follows a national trend although some groups in Surrey managed meaningful rises in membership. We have 
at last found a publicity officer which we hope will reverse the downward trend. 
 
Conversely our walking records show that there were significant attendance increases with two records 
broken this year for the third year running:  the number of walks (143) and the attendance figures (2216) for 
the year ending 30th of September were the highest ever recorded by Guildford Ramblers. 145 of our 
members (about 45%) completed at least one walk.  It is suspected, although it is not recorded, that the 
greatest number of pub lunches were consumed during the year. 
 
The 5 to 6 mile Wednesday mid-week walk had become extremely popular with there being regularly over 
30 people attending. Both a long and a short walk on one Wednesday every month as well as a shorter walk 
on the first Monday of each month were introduced at the beginning of the year. Since mid-summer we have 
put on two walks every Wednesday which has reduced somewhat the queues at stiles. The numbers walking 



13 

 

has increased but the numbers on any one walk has dropped as a result.  There has been a slight increase in 
the number of people walking at weekends (average of 10) which is good after the shrinking numbers over 
the last few years.  We will continue to have two walks each Wednesday as this seems to be working well. 
 
The path clearing volunteers led by Colin Selvin, have been out on twelve occasions in the past year. The time 
put in is equivalent to employing someone full time for three months or more. The team has worked on a 
total of 3.5 miles of paths clearing vegetation, cutting down trees & shrubs including bringing back into use 
a total of half a mile of previously lost public footpath. Seven kissing and one wicket gate replacing stiles have 
been erected, often involving levelling the surrounding ground and in one case building a timber step. A stile 
has been erected (we’ve never done this before) and also put up five waymark and three finger posts 
together with lots of waymark discs. Four bridges have been cleared of accumulated moss, soil and debris, 
ahead of an Area initiative to ‘adopt bridges’, keeping them clear to reduce premature rotting. Two bridges 
have been totally refurbished, replacing rotten decking, bearers and handrails, one of which had been closed 
for six months. Labels have been put on the gates erected by the team, apart from two paid for by Kingston 
Ramblers in memory of two of their members. 
 
 So far the County have had enough money to provide all these materials and when we need them provide 
things like brush cutters, power drills & supplementary equipment. Countryside Assistant John Baker is very 
good, sorting out tasks, dealing with landowner notifications, producing risk assessments & generally 
supporting volunteers. However the County’s resources are under more pressure than ever, with budget cuts 
and also staff vacancies under review. 
 
One of our members has been hard at work at Surrey County Council’s offices in Merrow preparing the maps 
for the BVPI surveys throughout Surrey which are carried out in May and November. The surveys in the 
Guildford area have been done by a small team but unfortunately three of the team have bowed out. 
Fortunately four people have volunteered to take their place. Hopefully they will have been trained before 
the next surveys are started in May. 
 
Our committee has been reduced by one with Bob Allen who has served for many years and has been 
producing the walks programmes, has unfortunately for us relinquished his role. We hope to see him out 
walking and leading walks for us during the coming year.  
 
Our Path Secretary has spent much time checking on the condition of the paths in the Guildford area and has 
organised a system where Guildford members trained as Voluntary Path Wardens go out and check problems 
reported by the public over the years. Surrey County Council have a data base of these problems, but have 
not found resources to remove them from the data base once repairs have been carried out. 
 Our November path maintenance task was a trial where we cleared a large number of reports within a parish 
from the Countryside Access Management System and identified a worthwhile group task for ourselves, all 
with minimal input from the Countryside Access Team.  
 
The Christmas Lunch at the Farmhouse Restaurant at Rokers near Fairlands organised by Lynne was very well 
attended and we had the place to ourselves.  Having used Rokers two years running we have changed both 
the venue and the month of our year end social lunch. This year we are meeting after Christmas which we 
hope will make it easier for people to attend. The Venue is the Drummond Arms in Albury on Saturday the 
13th of January 2018. 
 
Our annual walking break, this year on Exmoor in May was a great success, with beautiful weather.  We 
booked into Holnicote House owned by the National Trust but run by HF Holidays whose staff made us very 
welcome. Lynne organised the holiday with help from, Geoff, Colin and Bob Gifford all of whom led walks on 
the three days so that we had both a shorter and a longer walk each day. Should those who did not join us, 
wish to walk in this beautiful area we would highly recommend the area of Exmoor around Dunster and 
Minehead. 
 
Next May’s holiday will take place at HF Holiday’s Nythfa House near Brecon, with enough of us going we 
have managed to have the house to ourselves.  
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Guildford Walkfest was moved to four weeks in September.  We provided walk leaders for nine of the walks. 
There was a very varied programme with three or so walks each day. We expect that the later September 
date will be repeated next year. 
 
We have programmed for eleven walks during The Winter Walks Festival. 
 
Basil Minor, Chair  

KINGSTON GROUP.  

There have been a few committee changes; Martin Lake retired after 25 years as Secretary and was replaced 
by Brenda Horwill. Graeme Wales stepped down from his role of Treasurer and was succeeded by Martin 
Read. Moira Shearer resigned after 16 years as a walks leader and programme compiler and Antoinette Coll 
resigned because of work commitments. Caroline Cunliffe was co-opted on to the committee. 
 
Membership declined from 615 (Sept 2016) to 586 (Sept 2017), mostly due to members leaving the Ramblers. 
There were 191 Kingston Group members on our Group Rambles in 2016/17 (181 in 2015/16). 260 members 
of other groups and 63 non-members were on our rambles 
 
We had a full programme of walks of varying distances to suit all abilities. From the July – October 2017 
programme we started Thursday walks with short, medium and evening walks. Some were in the printed 
programme but others were created at short notice, on the internet just a week before the event. Another 
innovation was the email newsletters in-between our programmes.  
 
The Dedication Ceremony of the John Hauxwell Memorial Kissing Gate took place in September in the 
presence of the Hauxwell family. The new gate, installed by the Guildford Gate Team is at grid reference 
TQ083571 off Ockham Lane between Ockham and Martyr’s Green. (John Hauxwell was the Kingston 
Chairman from 2005 to 2016). 
 
The Dedication of the Memorial Kissing Gate to Len hands (Chairman of Kingston Ramblers between1999 
and 2005) will be held on the 7 February 2018. Details of the walk, Dedication Ceremony and lunch will be 
advised later. 
 
Kingston Ramblers had a stall (for the 7th year) at the 2017 Surbiton Festival. Every year the number of 
members who volunteer to help increases – this year there was a team of 17! 
 
The Ramblers Roadshow for England was held in May at Sandown Park, in the middle of the Kingston Group 
area! The event included Workshops, Skills Sessions and a Market Place with retailers, including the Cotswold 
Outdoor shop from Kingston. In the afternoon, there was an excellent speaker in Bonita Norris, the youngest 
British woman to climb Mount Everest. Afterwards, everyone enjoyed ‘Ask the Experts’ and the Volunteer 
Awards. There were also refreshments. Several of our members attended and the day ended with a Kingston 
group led walk to Telegraph Hill. 
 

Brenda Horwill, Secretary 

MOLE VALLEY GROUP.  

 

Mole Valley Ramblers have had another successful year, welcoming 52 new members and maintaining 
membership in excess of 400. A successful innovation was the introduction of a more varied programme of 
walks.  As we were reaching 40 people on some Wednesday morning walks we now run two walks on 
Wednesdays and somehow people seem to divide themselves fairly equally between them.  We have also 
had well supported shorter, more leisurely, walks on Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays, often finishing with 
a tea stop.  We continue to have full day walks on Saturdays and half day walks on both Saturdays and 
Sundays.  There were 50 more walks this year, 222 compared to 172 last year, a 30% increase. 
 
However, the main event was a highly successful Festival run for 9 days from 29 April to 7 May, when 20 
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walks, covering 132 miles were led.   92 Mole Valley members took part plus 39 members from other RA 
Groups, 35 non-members and 11 from MVDC Walk for Health and Council staff.  They collectively walked 
2,742 miles.  The Festival culminated with about 90 people enjoying homemade cakes and tea on top of Leith 
Hill, the highest point in Surrey. 
 
We held a celebratory walk from Newlands Corner in July to mark the leading of 300 walks by one of our 
leaders, Cliff Weight .  He was presented with a Volunteer Certificate from the Ramblers Association at the 
AGM.  
 
Social activities included pub lunches at Christmas, in the New Year and the summer. 
Our annual coach outing in June went to Firle and Alfriston on probably the hottest day of the year which 
curtailed the walks.  A group holiday was spent at the HF house in Selworthy in September. 
 
We continue to monitor footpaths, planning and environmental issues in the area.  We have around 22 VPWs. 
We have written to Surrey County Council about the proposed play structures at Newlands Corner and the 
proposed introduction of car park charges in car parks on their countryside estate.  We have also expressed 
our views to the RA about shared use of footpaths with cyclists. 
 
At the AGM there was a changing of the guard when our Secretary, Membership Secretary and Walks Report 
Co-ordinator stood down, all retiring after 4 or 5 years’ service; replacements were duly elected.  Two new 
members were elected to the committee. 
 
Joan Young, Chair 

  

REIGATE GROUP.  
 
It has been another enjoyable and successful year – our membership has gone up by a few. Visitors on our 
walks have increased. Our average number of walkers is now up to 17. More of our members have trained 
on the Leaders’ Training days enabling us to offer a few more walks during the summer months – short walks 
with tea after appeared to be very popular.  
 
 There have been several walks around London - lead by members with an excellent knowledge of the history 
and architecture of London – also, of course the pubs!  We have walked both the Wandle Trail and the 
Millennium Trail. 
 
The group socials are always well attended – in the past year we have enjoyed a Shove Ha’penny Night, a 
Quiz Night, a New Year lunch and a Summer Dinner. We have also had a few visits: to the Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year, to Standen, to Painshill Gardens and to the Reigate Caves. 
 
In early October thirty-five of us went off to Burley for a few days break walking in the New Forest and 
including a day trip to the Isle of Wight.  A slide presentation of the holiday was shown at our AGM and 
information given on the 2018 holiday in Sudbury. 
 
Our Footpath Maintenance Group have tackled several tasks and carried out lots of vegetation clearance. 
We are all prepared to be kept even busier in the future following the drastic budget cuts at Surrey Count 
Council.  We are pleased to now have a Local Footpath Secretary of our own to whom we can report any 
problems.  We also have a few new Voluntary Path Wardens. 
 
At our recent AGM one member retired and another was elected – so we remain a small but hard-working 
committee of seven.  We are assisted by a few treasured loyal helpers. Following on from the business, and 
after tea and cake, we were treated to a brief history of Redhill and Reigate from the Bronze Age to Present 
Day! 
 
Sally Wallace, Chair 
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RICHMOND GROUP. 
 
The Group had a reasonable year but our membership fell by around 4%. We continued to attract a healthy 
number of new members but lost too many existing members. Our publicity made use of local radio, 
Facebook, Twitter, posters and leaflets to increase awareness of our activities. We also gave away free copies 
of our guidebook describing rural walks around Richmond. Over thirty people signed up to receive details of 
our programme at our stall at the annual Full of Life Fair, held at the RFU stadium in Twickenham. Links with 
other local organisations have been fostered. As well as providing information and news of the group, our 
website has been steadily built up as a source of walk suggestions. It now incorporates photos and maps of 
routes with links to full details of walks.   
 
The walk programme covered Greater London and all surrounding counties. It included long, medium length 
and short interest walks, country, city, park and riverside walks. The Nordic walking group continues to 
flourish. All walks are accessible by public transport. We organised a full number (52 each) of mid-week and 
Saturday walks over the 12-month period. However, the number of Sunday walks was significantly down.   
 
An analysis of the walk reports showed that 43% of the attendances were from other groups and about 5% 
were non-members. The proportion of Richmond members has gradually decreased over recent years to 
about a half. The average attendance per walk of around 14 was fairly  typical. The number on the individual 
walks varied between one and thirty. The average number of walks per Richmond member is about 2 per 
annum. 
 
The AGM for this period was combined with our Christmas party and held in early December. The New Year 
Lunch was held in January at La Côte Brasserie, in Teddington.  
 
In September, David Ferguson took a party to the Lake District and on to the Scottish border and the north 
Pennines. A memorial walk along the Thames Path between Richmond and Putney was held in April on the 
second anniversary of David Sharp’s death.  
 
Vic Lewis, Secretary  

STAINES RAMBLERS. 

 2017 has been a busy year for Staines Ramblers.  We are an active, sociable group with a variety of activities. 

We have regular coffee mornings and pub nights, meals out and a Christmas dinner at a local hotel.  Group 

walking holidays are a regular feature of our programme and this year we also enjoyed a coach outing to 

Eastbourne. 

 
Membership currently stands at 295, the lowest number this year. The highest number over the past year 
was 301 but for 5 months has been 298 despite new additions and leavers. 
A new initiative this year was to have a stall at Staines-upon-Thames Day on 25th June where many local 
organisations have an opportunity to engage with the public and talk about their activities. Ramblers 
provided some colourful posters and small ‘freebies’ such as pens and badges, but regrettably we did not 
attract any new members ostensibly from that effort. 
 
The first holiday was over the New Year and was organised by Joy Johnson. We stayed at the Webbington 
Hotel at Loxton in the Mendip Hills. The walks were led by Ramblers Worldwide Holidays. There was a Gala 
Dinner and Dance on New Year’s Eve with a live Band.  During the year holidays were organised in  Stratford-
upon-Avon amd Sidmouth..    
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It has been another successful year of walks. If we include the short walks led by Bill Grace on summer pub 
nights plus the walks on the Stratford and Sidmouth holidays, we have a total of nearly 150 walks. Many 
thanks to all the leaders, we could not do it without you! 
 
This is my second year as Walks Coordinator and the greatest challenge was in bringing through alternative 
leaders to replace those that have had to step down or cut back. This is an area where I need help from the 
membership, because we need more new walk leaders. 
 
This year we have filled many of the gaps in the walks programmes by members submitting additional walks 
after the programme has been printed - a total of 15 additional walks were supplied in this way during the 
course of the year.  
 
Staines Ramblers, thanks to Bill Grace keeps records of its walks and attendances. For example, 135 of the 
Group walked once and there were 115 members from other Groups.  There were 54 walks on weekdays, 42 
on Saturdays and 39 on Sundays. The average attendance was 17, 13, 12 respectively.  33 members led walks 
with 7 members leading most. There was one new leader. 
 
During this year Staines Ramblers volunteers have worked with our Surrey County Council (SCC) Rights of 
Way officer, John Baker, on the following: 
 
Sat 18th March – Orchard Farm, Ockham (2 x gates & 1 bridge & Veg Clearance ,Waymarking) – 8 x volunteers 
x 4 hours = 32 hours 
Sat 3rd June – Kings Ranch, Ottershaw (2 x gates & Veg Clearance ,Waymarking) – 9 x volunteers x 4 hours = 
36 hours 
Sat 8th October – Kings Ranch, Ottershaw (2 x gates & Veg Clearance, Waymarking) – 8 x volunteers x 4 hours 
= 32 hours 
Wed 15th November – Kings Ranch, Ottershaw (2 x gates & Veg Clearance, Waymarking) – est. 8 x volunteers 
x 4 hours = 32 hours 
 
Appropriate tools are provided by SCC as well as risk assessment and SCAT scanning for underground electric 
cables before we start. The work involves clearance of obstructing vegetation, dismantling of old stiles and 
replacing them with easier access kissing gates or self-closing gates. We dig 18” deep holes for the gate’s feet 
and break up rubble which is then compacted around the gate feet with earth to give a solid anchor. The use 
of rubble rather than cement, as used previously, enables easier recycling of gates to a new location if 
required. For bridges, sleepers or thick planks are attached to raised piles where necessary to give a solid 
foundation. It is hard graft but enjoyable and satisfying to see the finished result, and receive feedback that 
the paths are now easier to use. 
 
Margaret Daborn, Secretary 
 
 

SURREY AND BEYOND RAMBLERS - SABRE   
 
SABRE are pleased to report that we have gained 32 members over this past year the second highest rate of 
growth in the Surrey Area. Once again, our main thanks must go to the increasing number of walk leaders 
and the vast variety of walks they have led. We are also must thank all our committee who it has been a 
pleasure to work with.  
 
Behind the scenes Derek M has done a sterling job as our webmaster. He is always quick to respond to putting 
on our walks and various and often last-minute requests. Clare S has so ably administrated our Meetup and 
Facebook sites. 
 
This year there has been two long-distance paths.  Jeanie M put considerable effort into planning the route 
and organising accommodation for her excellent series of Thames Path walks. More recently Elizabeth T has 
put on her series of Three Castles Walks. 
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 We have had two joint walks with Surrey Young walkers at Midhurst led by myself and Lymington led by 
Judith plus another joint walk with Capital walkers from Godalming. We enjoyed a well-attended group BBQ 
organised by Jeanie and hosted by Barry and Elizabeth T. We have also held a bowling evening organised by 
Derek B and a great night out at Top Golf organised by David LQ. Also, several members have organised 
summer evening walks. In May, a group of us were stewards at the successful Ramblers Roadshow at 
Sandown Park.  

 
There have been two group holidays, one organised by myself in Pembrokeshire and the other by Mark P and 
Lesley M in Snowdonia plus, a great weekend away in Wiltshire organised by Christine B. 
 
It is good to see that Meetup continues to bring new members into the group and has proved a helpful 
reminder of our walks and events to those who do not always log in. SABRE Facebook is attracting more 
usage with lots of photos and interesting comments. The monthly newsletter is well presented and very 
informative for our members. 
  
In the three years that I have had the honour of being the group chairman it has been challenging work at 
times but also a pleasure to meet all our friendly walkers and see the group develop and grow. I wish SABRE 
all the best for the future and continue to be ‘The walking group for everyone’ 

 
Nigel Woodhead, Chair 

 

SURREY HEATH RAMBLERS. 
   
Last year's disappointing attendance at the Group's Annual General Meeting (AGM), prompted a change of 
venue from the Frimley Community Centre to Chobham cricket club for this year's meeting. The subject 
matter of the agenda was also reduced so that it dealt solely with the conduct of  the Group's official business. 
The AGM took place on the 5th of November and attracted 45 members, which was a welcome increase over 
last year's turn-out. 
 
Despite the date, there were no fireworks over the agreement and endorsement of the reports submitted to 
the meeting, nor the selection of the committee for the forthcoming year. The fact that all the existing 
committee members, plus the two post holders outside it were prepared to serve for another year, helped 
resolve matters fairly quickly.  
 
Last year, mention was made of the fact that Group membership had stabilised around 230 to 240 and that 
still remains the case. 24 newcomers have helped offset those leaving and this “balancing off” is likely to 
continue, with no significant increase in total membership anticipated. Recruitment leaflets are left in public 
amenities such as libraries and small adverts have been placed in local publications, but given the number of 
opportunities open to the public to pick and choose who they walk with, we may be in for a prolonged period 
of running to stand still. 
 
 One factor which remains helpful in attracting new members is the social aspect of the Group's activities and 
over the past year, there have been a number of events, namely a Christmas lunch, a quiz night, a skittles 
night and a coach trip to Arundel into which two walks were incorporated. There were also two holidays 
initiated by the Group, one to Dubrovnik in May and a second to Llandrindod Wells in late September. 
 
 All these activities had a good level of support as did the walks which the Group offered on Sundays and 
Tuesdays. However, this pattern of walks is under pressure because of a continuing shortage of walks' leaders. 
Of the 102 walk dates available this year, 91 of them were filled, with the remainder left open because of a 
lack of leaders. In trying to remedy the situation, regular appeals have been made to the membership 
encouraging them to try leading a walk. The support and training available both within the Group and at Area 
level has also been emphasised, but unfortunately, the few members who have come forward have not been 
sufficient in number to make good the short-fall, which looks set to worsen as current leaders get older. Of 
the walks that did take place, the distances covered averaged between about five and a quarter miles  to just 
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under seven. Within this average, there were some longer walks in order to provide enough variation in the 
programme to meet the walking preferences of the majority of members. None of the walks were too arduous 
and while often undulating with some hill climbs, care was taken to ensure that there was nothing too 
extreme for members and any visitors to negotiate. 
 
 A walk with the London Blind took place in April, which was well supported by Group members. It consisted 
of an eight mile circular route starting and ending at Guildford railway station. 
 
 Footpaths within Surrey Heath were subject to regular BVPIs carried out and reported on by the Footpath 
Secretary, while Surrey Heath now has six footpath wardens trained up to tackle any minor maintenance they 
encounter while out walking. Larger jobs usually undertaken by volunteer working parties from the Group 
have barely featured over the past year. Surrey County Council's on-going financial and manpower constraints 
have impacted adversely on this aspect of the Group's activities. There are indications that the situation might 
improve over the coming year, although this expectation might become problematic if Surrey County Council's 
funding is constrained still further.   

 
John Russell, Secretary 
 

SURREY YOUNG WALKERS – SYG. 
 
 This year SYW has had another busy fun packed programme of walks and social events. We have been very 
busy over the 12 months and looking back we did a lot, like update the website introducing twitter onto the 
front page and launching the buddy system back in March. Our footpath officer become a footpath warden 
and we went over the 1,000 members on meetup.com at the end of the year.  
 
We have had a full programme of events though-out the year on every weekend, where members had 
walks/socials or even both some weekends. We had Wednesday Wanders on Wednesday evening though 
out the summer which this year saw the biggest turnout ever at Box Hill with 15 members.    
 
We had a theme this year which was the Greensand Way in Surrey, a number of walks led by old and new 
leaders alike went very well and everyone had the most enjoyable time. Just two weekend away this year, 
which saw us on a camping weekend trip to Wales for want was longer than a weekend, 14 members joined 
in three days of walking around the Gower on the Wales coastal path and what good weather we had. Our 
second weekend away was backpacking the 1066 country path though East Sussex and into Kent, we 
completed 31 miles just before the heavens opened and a wet drive home. 
 
We are rounding off the year of 2017 with our annual Xmas party this year in Dorchester, with a record 
number of members attending for the second year in a row.   
 
We also had a number of feature walks though-out the year, we had the challenge walk on the first weekend 
of May from Guildford to Dorking – 20 miles up and down all the hills, however for all those who don’t like 
hills there was the option of the 14 miles flat straight along the North Downs Way. We had the longest walk 
of the year at Queen Elizabeth Country Park which almost running the last 3 miles of 23 to get back before 
the car park closed. We had our annual walks which happen every year a trip to London in November, an 
afternoon cream tea in Capel on a bank holiday weekend and of course who can forget the New Year walk 
starting at Shere.  
 
We also this year broke new ground will our walks like discovering around Midhurst, travelling to Hunderford.  
 
To encourage members to continue to support SYW by leading walks, organising social events and serve on 
the committee, we once again held a Contributor evening which was well received. This year we focused on 
awarding new walk leaders to encourage more members to lead walks. The efforts seem to be working as 
there have been quite a few new walk leaders leading walks on the programme this year. We hope that in 
the year ahead this trend will continue.  
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I’d like to express my sincere appreciation to all  the committee of the past year. Some roles on the committee 
are more time-consuming than others so thank you to those who have put in a lot of hours towards the 
successful running of SYW. Also, to all the members who support SYW by leading walks and organising social 
events, without everyone playing their part as volunteers it wouldn’t be the great group that it is, so a huge 
thank you to you all. 
 

Holly Matthews, SYW Chair 
 

 

SUTTON & WANDLE VALLEY GROUP  
 

Membership at the year- end was 496, just 1 more than for September 2016.  For most of this year our group 
has numbered above 500, reaching a peak in May when we were 515 strong.  However, there was then a 
steady drop to the figure of 496 in September.  Our highest recruitment month was April, when 8 people 
joined. However, only two of those 8 have since joined a group walk. The numbers of active group participants 
has remained the same since last year. 
 
The Group provided 270 walks in printed programmes, the highest ever number.  68 walks were 5 miles or 
less.  In addition, seventeen further walks were arranged and notified by email although five walks were 
cancelled.  Early in the year, a procedure was introduced which sought to provide substitute leaders for walks 
which would otherwise be cancelled and this proved very successful with just one walk being cancelled after 
its implementation.  41 leaders led walks during the year compared with 43 in the previous year.   The weekly 
short walks around Beddington Park were continued and there were coach trips to Cambridge and Hastings.  
The number of walks easily reached by public transport increased from 199 to 205, 76% of all walks.  Overall 
attendances on walks did show a reduction from 15.8 to 14.3 although Saturday attendances showed little 
change.   
 
The Group ran its usual stall at the Carshalton Environmental Fair on August Bank Holiday and for the second 
year was blessed with good weather.  The volunteers who manned the stall were kept busy and some 100 
walks programmes were handed out.   
 
Our annual walk with the London Blind Walkers’ Association was around was over Epsom Downs with a lunch 
stop at Headley.  The walk went really well,  in spite of the miserable weather.  The participants all coped 
with stiles, frisky horses and the rain and still had great fun.  For many years, the Group has provided the 
Association’s first walk (in March) each year but next year we have been given an April date. 
 
A full committee of nine was in post this year.  At this year’s AGM, four members left their posts, three of 
whom because they had served the maximum time in their respective posts permitted under the Group’s 
constitution.    
 
 Peter Rogers, Chair 
 

WOKING GROUP. 

 
The Group will remember two very sad events. The first was the sudden death of David Richards from a heart 
attack during a group walk led by Erica Tabrett near Holmbury St Mary last November. Despite the best 
efforts of those members present, and the prompt arrival of the emergency services, David could not be 
saved. David was one of our keenest walkers, attending many group rambles. He was always easily 
identifiable by his trademark outfit of shorts and wellington boots. The second sad event was the passing of 
Mike Lipscomb, former chairman of the group, at the age of 77. Several group members attended his funeral 
at a packed Horsell church on 23rd March. Mike was someone who really appreciated the countryside, and 
his other interests such as classical choral music were well known to members of the group. 
 
Many thanks are due to all those members who have reported path problems to SCC, to Ramblers Pathwatch. 
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The group has revived its path maintenance task force. Our first attempt in June was in Surrey Heath Borough 
on West End FP121. The task was to clear vegetation blocking the path (brambles, nettles and Himalayan 
balsam), and to install 5 new self-closing gates in place of old stiles. Unfortunately, we chose what was 
forecast to be, and proved to be, the hottest day of the summer and only two members turned out. We 
returned to the path in September as a joint effort with Surrey Heath group (about 16 members between us) 
and succeeded in completing the task. We have included the path in one ramble already this autumn, and 
there will be another next month.  
 

Membership numbers have varied this year between a monthly low of 214 (206 last year) and a monthly high 

of 220 (223 last year) representing a marginal mean monthly increase of just over one per-cent. However, 

the year-end figures show that membership is down by almost two per-cent. Overall our numbers are still 

down compared to the past. 

 

102 Walks were offered by Woking group from start Oct 2016 through end Sep 2017 covering 696 miles. 76 
Group members attended and walked 4876 miles. There were 96 Visiting Ramblers members who joined 
Woking Group and between them walked 1060 miles. Other guest walkers, 41, walked 286 miles. Over the 
year from October 2016 through the end of September 2017, 213 walkers clocked up 6,222 miles, which is 
almost exactly the same distance between London and Phnom Penh, Cambodia! 
 
We exhibited at the local Horsell Village show in July, and despite the stormy wet weather engaged with 
approximately 50 visitors. It was also a good networking event, enabling a new local relationship with the 
Thames Basin Heaths Partnership (TBHP) of 26 organisations – a tool to lessen the potential impact from 
increased local housing development. Consequently, two TBHP Wardens partnered with us offering a special 
Chobham Common nature walk in September, attended by 23 walkers including members of other groups 
and guests. 
 
We had an article about our work on updating a booklet of Circular Rambles on the Basingstoke Canal, 
published in South East Walker magazine. We also had two articles published in the Round & About 
Woking/Chobham magazine, which is distributed free to households in the local area and have been 
separately mentioned in five editions. 
 
 The handy A6 size Woking group promotional handouts were reprinted and are available for use, as 
convenient low cost items, at local promotional events, placing on noticeboards, and in shop windows and 
libraries etc. Research has shown that people are more likely to keep small size pieces like this than larger 
items. 
 
It has been a group custom to arrange various social events throughout the year. In recent years a spring 
lunch and an autumn lunch have been enjoyed and well attended, so much so that ad hoc lunches have 
become a regular part of many midweek walks. In January, the New Year dinner was held at The Park 
restaurant in Chobham. 30 members and guests enjoyed a very pleasant evening. 
.  
The spring lunch was held in late March at The Cricketers in Horsell following a morning ramble, and was 
well-attended as usual. In late June, on the Saturday evening closest to midsummer’s day, Jenny Childs very 
kindly hosted a “pot-luck” supper (members contributing the food, to share with other members attending) 
in her garden. There was no separate autumn lunch this year. 
 
Taken from their Annual Report 
 

   

 
 


