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Area Reports  

AREA CHAIR’S REPORT (Barry Holland) 

Firstly I must note the sad parting of our long serving secretary Graham Butler.  I attended his funeral along 
with several Surrey Ramblers as well as Kate Ashbrook and Des Garrahan from Ramblers National Office.  
Graham will be greatly missed. 

Surrey County Council car park charges: Now fully operational at Newlands Corner and several other 
locations.  Area has not opposed the introduction of these charges as revenue will help to support Surrey 
wildlife Trust.   

Area continues to monitor the proposed changes to the M25/A3 Junction at Wisley and the housing proposals 
for Wisley and Dunsfold.    

Our main challenge remains the shortage of funds at Surrey County Council and I expect this to get worse.  
The donate a gate scheme and our work parties will help to keep rights of way open but major projects such 
as bridge repair/replacement are beyond our capability.   

I attended a proposal for a “Guildford to Godalming Greenway”  made to Godalming Borough Council.  The 
Greenway will be a route designed for non-motorised traffic and is being put forward by a local group made 
up mainly of cyclists. The presentation was well received and I believe we should support it, however no 
funding is available at present.   

On behalf of Ian Wilks I attended a meeting of Waverley local committee where Ramblers move to have a path 
reinstated on National Trust (Winkworth) property was progressed.  Surrey County Council are supporting our 
application.  We expect NT to appeal but we will persevere.  Many thanks to Ian Wilks of G&H Ramblers for all 
the work he has put in on this and other cases.   

GDPR has taken up a lot of our time over the last year but I believe we are coming to terms with it. 

Training: Area continues to promote Group and National training schemes for first aid/walk leaders/footpath 
wardens.  Progress is needed on First Aid training and we await a national scheme. 

I attended General Council in Bangor in April 2018 along with Elliot Cairnes and Graham Butler. 

Ramblers has a new senior management team which includes Laura Scarlett as data director. She has an 
ambitious 3 year plan for a single accurate membership database and smart phone apps. 

Another theme at GC was the promotion of short walks.  There seems to be a correlation between short walks 
and growth in membership.  I would like all Groups to consider this if they have not already done so.   

Surrey presented a motion to GC regarding the promotion of Donate a Gate Schemes and this was passed.   

Van Griffith issued an update on General Council Motions in October 18.   

General Council 2019 will be in Manchester on 13th and 14th April. 

Area Vacancies:  We have had a vacancy for Publicity Officer(s) for some time and now sadly we also require 
a secretary.  The post of Footpath/Access Secretary becomes vacant at this meeting.  I will be stepping down 
from the Chair position at this AGM but we do have a candidate for the post.   
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AREA FOOTPATH & ACCESS SECRETARY’S REPORT (Rodney Whittaker) 

SCC’s budget for PROW maintenance has not improved and again many paths received no summer 
vegetation cut. SCC say they are still responding only to their very restricted priority 1 & 2 problems 
(immediate and significant safety issues/complete blockages).  This continues to make the Ramblers 
volunteer effort even more important and it was good to see 

- a further rise in the number of Volunteer Path Wardens, we now have 130. 
- an increase in the Ramblers volunteer hours on BVPI and footpath maintenance from 2825 last year 

to nearly 3850. 
My thanks as ever to the Local Footpath Secretaries and the energetic leaders of our many group 
working parties.   

 
Path Issues  
The saga of Pigeonhouse bridge over the river Wey connecting paths in Woking and Guildford boroughs 
continues. There is temporary use of  an adjacent private bridge owned by Wisley Golf Club but it’s uncertain 
how long this will last. 
 
Donate a Gate 
This year Surrey Area has established a Donate A Gate scheme and there are now 11 groups that have either 
already funded and installed gates to replace stiles or intend to do so. This will help to alleviate the 
budgetary constraints of Surrey County Council. 
 
 BVPI 178 (Best Value Performance Indicator) 
The biannual BVPI exercise was undertaken again by Surrey Ramblers in November and May. There are 
currently 64 trained Ramblers volunteers actively taking part with good coverage of most areas of Surrey.  2 
new training courses were due to take place early in 2018 and it was disappointing that the second had to be 
cancelled owing to the weather.   The November 2017 ‘easy to use’ score was a reasonable 80% and the May 
2018 figure was similar to the previous year at 84%.  My thanks to all volunteers who took part and 
particularly to 2 members of Guildford group, Duncan Ellis and Basil Minor, who undertake all map 
preparation and data entry. 
 
Reporting of/ResolvingPROW problems 
SCC was at year end about to introduce a new version of their Countryside Access Management System 
during the year enabling Local Footpath Secretaries to edit and update the system when issues have been 
remedied; and to make more use of VPWs. We will hope to see full implementation of this in 2018/19. 
Even before the new system was introduced, LFS in areas including East Surrey and Guildford checked large 
numbers of path problems working closely with the SCC Countryside officers. 
 
Paths opened/re-opened 

• After many years of Ian Wilks assembling user evidence (65 statements to date), a SCC committee in 
September made an order for a new footpath running through the National Trust property at 
Winkworth Arboretum.  This had been opposed by the NT but unexpectedly they did not appear at 
the committee hearing.  They have now given notice to appeal against the order but Surrey will 
defend its order at the eventual public inquiry and employ a barrister. 

• A notable success story for East Surrey Walkers has been the opening up again of FP 269 Bletchingley 
near Lower South Park Farm, near Blindley Heath. For over 4 years the path had been obstructed by 
the landowner who had erected boards across the line of the public footpath and by a broken stile. 
Eventually pressure on Surrey C.C. to take action resulted in agreement for a new wooden stile (the 
landowner would not agree to a gate) and members of East Surrey Walkers’ path maintenance team 
cleared the considerable overgrown vegetation and installed the stile. 

• An entirely new 1.5 mile path has now been opened running from the popular Cowey Sale area 
beside Walton Bridge in Elmbridge along the side of a lake to Weybridge.  It has been surfaced using 
a CIL grant and links up with a connecting footpath to the Thames Path giving an easy and attractive 
3.5 mile circular walk. About 12 years persistent effort has been necessary with both Elmbridge 
Borough Council and SCC to give effect to a 2005 planning agreement. 
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Role changes  
Jayne Lindsell from Pat Womersley in part of Mole Valley, Chris Carter from Joan Wood for Sutton and 
Merton.  As last year, it was good to see volunteers step forward to take on these roles without any 
interruption in coverage. 
 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT (Elliot Cairns) 

1. This role was covered by Barry Holland and David Leedham during late 2017 and early 2018. Elliot Cairnes 
was appointed as Area Membership Secretary at the Surrey Area AGM (February 2018) and has covered 
the role since.  

2. OVERALL MEMBERSHIP 
Surrey’s membership decreased by 15 from 30.9.17 to 30.9.187, a decrease of ~0.2%. This compares to a 
general more significant national reduction in Ramblers’ membership. 

3. MEMBERSHIP BY TYPE 

 30-Sep-17 30-Sep-18 Change 

Annual Individual 3203 3233 +30 

Annual Joint 2097 2119 +22 

Annual Concession Individual 710 687 -23 

Annual Concession Joint 437 390 -47 

Life Individual 76 77 +1 

Life Joint 6 6 0 

Life Concession Individual 90 94 +4 

Life Concession Joint 65 63 -2 

Total Members 6684 6669 -15 

 
4. MEMBERSHIP BY GROUP 

GROUP 
Members at 

30-9-18 
change 

2017/18 
% change 

2017/18 

Croydon 825 -17 -2.0% 

East Surrey  454 +21 +4.8% 

Epsom & Ewell 389 +7 +1.8% 

Farnham & District 515 +7 +1.4% 

Godalming & Haslemere 435 -10 -2.2% 

Guildford 341 +27 +8.6% 

Kingston 561 -25 -4.3% 

Mole Valley 424 +3 +0.7% 

Reigate 250 +2 +0.8% 

Richmond 508 -25 -4.7% 

SABRE 301 -3 -1.0% 

Staines 286 -9 -3.1% 

Surrey Heath 214 -13 -5.7% 

Surrey Young Walkers 138 +8 +6.2% 

Sutton/Wandle Valley 502 +6 +1.2% 

Woking  219 +3 +1.4% 

Sub-total 6360 -20 -0.3% 

SR96 156 +17 +12.2% 

SR98 153 -12 -7.3% 

Total 6669 -15 -0.2% 
All figures are from the monthly MMU and AMA reports from Central Office. The breakdown between groups is 

tabulated monthly on the Surrey Area Website. 
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5. RECRUITMENT CUP 

9 groups had positive membership figures during 2017/2018; compared to 7 functional (excluding groups 

SR96 & SR98) groups with decreased membership figures. 

The groups that gained the most members during 2017/18 were: 
Guildford +27 
East Surrey +21 
Congratulations to Guildford who won the Recruitment Cup. 

 
6. GROUP 96 

When new recruits join Ramblers but elect not to be a member of a local group, they are placed in Group 

96. During the year this group grew by 17 members, a ~12% increase, but a reduction against the 

previous year (a 24% increase).  All new Group 96 members with an email address are generally sent a 

welcome email giving them information about the Area and outlining the advantages of joining a local 

group. 

AREA WEBMASTER’S REPORT (David Leedham) 

Surrey Area website visits have remained fairly static, averaging 1900 per month through the year.  The most 
popular pages were 1) Walks Page, 2) Home Page, 3) Groups Page. 
 
The main purpose of the site is to give non-members an overview of Surrey Area, and to allow them to find a 
group and to browse the walks available over the next few weeks. It also aims to provide news and 
information for members. 
 
News items added to the front page this year include subjects such as leader training, AGM details, South 
East Walker and the volunteer newsletter. An archive of South East Walker and volunteer newsletters is 
maintained on the website for those that want to consult an earlier edition. 
 
The members’ area contains meeting minutes, membership reports and the latest Area Directory. There is 
also a chart showing the membership trend for each group over the last seven years, and a comparison of 
Surrey membership with the UK figures. Added this year is a page on the new area digital projector, 
purchased last autumn to replace a faulty projector and available for loan to groups. The page contains 
details of the projector, a downloadable manual, details of how to book and a booking calendar. 
 
There has been a small change to the image displayed on the front page. Instead of a static photo, manually 
updated four times a year, 16 photos now automatically cycle through a Spring – Summer – Autumn – 
Winter sequence. 
 
This year the website was used again to advertise leader training courses and to process booking requests. 
 
The Surrey Area diary on the front page shows details of Area Council meetings, AGM, walking festivals and 
any other important events. Clicking through gives further details including a location map. 
The website home page has remained static for long periods this year; contributions from Area Officers and 
Groups of news items etc would be very welcome. 
 
The Surrey Area Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/SurreyRamblers) has gained a few more “likes” 
– there are now 211 (compared with 195 last year) - but again needs more contributions from members.  
Anyone with a Facebook account can post to the page. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/SurreyRamblers
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PUBLICITY WORK WITHIN THE AREA 

In the absence of an Area Publicity Officer, very little publicity work has been done. 
 
A tri-fold leaflet publicising Surrey Area and its groups has been produced and distributed to groups. Further 
copies will be available at the Area AGM. 
 
A new digital projector was purchased by Surrey Area in November 2017. It is available for loan to groups, as 
detailed in the members’ area of the Area website. 

REPORTS FROM AREA APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES 

 

Basingstoke Canal Users Group 
The Basingstoke Canal Users Group is in abeyance, but the Canal director continues to keep me informed 
promptly of any incidents affecting the canal or towpath. The majority do not directly affect walkers on the 
towpath, but for those that do I pass on the information to the relevant Ramblers Area. 
  
The Canal is jointly owned by Surrey and Hampshire County Councils, and had been purchased by them 
under legislation relating to recreational use. It was hoped this year to transfer ownership to the Canal & 
Rivers Trust (CART), but at a meeting between the county councils and CART it was agreed that a transfer of 
the Canal assets was not viable at this time. Neither of the county councils was in a position to raise the 
capital sums or take forward alternative funding options offered by the Trust. No figures have been seen, 
though it is known exploratory talks with the Trust will continue. The Canal Society views the failure to agree 
a transfer as a setback for the Canal. 
  
The Joint Management Committee for the Canal has considered a paper about the problems of clashes 
between cyclists and pedestrians, particularly in Woking, where Sustrans resurfaced the towpath. The paper 
stated that, with hindsight, it was clearly a mistake to allow them to do this as although it greatly improved 
the surface of the then muddy towpath it was not done to the 3 metre wide standard now defined for 
shared use, and the surface and signage give the impression to cyclists that it is a cycle track. In fact, the 
towpath is not a right of way of any sort and cyclists and others only use it by permission. One measure 
suggested in the paper is erection of signs clearly stating pedestrians have precedence. 
 
Brian Reader                         
 

THE AREA OFFICER LIST FOR THIS PERIOD 

  
Area Role Name Phone

  
Email 

Chair   Barry Holland  01483 415329   chair@surreyramblers.org.uk 

Vice-Chair Roy Endersby 020 8656 8794  vicechair@surreyramblers.org.uk 

Secretary (acting) Graham Butler   

Treasurer Jackie Leedham 01932 355138  treasurer@surreyramblers.org.uk 

Footpaths/Access Rodney Whittaker 020 8398 4822  footpaths-access@surreyramblers.org.uk 

Membership Elliot Cairnes 07771 872 569 membership@surreyramblers.org.uk 

Webmaster David Leedham 01932 355138  webmaster@surreyramblers.org.uk 

                                             
 

 

 

mailto:chair@surreyramblers.org.uk
mailto:vicechair@surreyramblers.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@surreyramblers.org.uk
mailto:footpaths-access@surreyramblers.org.uk
mailto:membership@surreyramblers.org.uk
mailto:webmaster@surreyramblers.org.uk
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AREA ACCOUNTS AND TREASURER’S REPORT (Jackie Leedham) 
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Group Reports  

CROYDON 

A programme of 472 walks covering 3432 miles was on offer this past year. In addition there were interest 
visits, social events and Group led holidays at home and abroad.  
 
Walks varied in length and terrain ranging from 1 to 20 miles. The year saw the completion of a walk around 
the Capital Ring and the start of a series of walks along the South Downs Way and the London Loop. New for 
this year was the successful introduction of ‘power walks’, 4 to 5 miles in a time frame of 90 minutes. The 
Group participated in the RA ‘hidden gems’ event, the London Mayors Park Week and led a walk for the 
London Blind Group. 
 
Two training days were run, full day for Leader Training and a half day on First aid. 
 
The social side of the Programme included a Quiz Night, Post-Christmas Lunch, Buffet Lunch for leaders of 
2017, a ‘Get Together’ for long standing  members and monthly ‘tea and cakes’ for the less active members. 
 
Group walking holidays in the UK this year visited Eastbourne for a  Pre-Christmas long weekend, Sidmouth 
Whitby, and Stratford on Avon, This year’s abroad trip went to the Dolomites. Looking forward to 2019, 
holidays are planned in Cromford, St Ives, Nottinghamshire and Laveissere, France. 
 
Our Footpath Working Party reopened and cleared nearly 2 1/2 miles paths/bridleways.  In total 11 task days 
were held. Sadly, little progress has been made in the installation of gates despite funds being available. 
Efforts continue with the Council to seek out opportunities to do so, particularly memorial gates funded by 
donations.  
 
Our membership stood at 827 at year end, down on the previous 845. Efforts to recruit new members 
continue. To assist our efforts there is now available a postcard size card giving details of the group and how 
contact can be made for further information.  Our aim is to hand the cards out to non-members who join our 
walks and to place them in libraries, doctors surgeries etc. 
 
The Group Treasurer reported a healthy set of accounts at year end and that our reserve is comfortably 
within CO guidance. 
 
129 Members signed in to our end of year AGM in November, The early arrivers could wander around a craft 
fair with additional tables offering books, maps and preowned walking gear. The meeting was preceded by a 
soup and sandwich lunch and followed by a slide show recalling some memorable moments of our rambling 
year.  At the meeting Officer reports were considered and approved. The standing committee was re-elected 
en mass to serve for a further year. 
 
And finally, planning has begun for celebrations to mark Croydon Ramblers 70th anniversary which happens 
in March 2020. 
Roy Endersby, Chair 

EAST SURREY WALKERS 

East Surrey Walkers have enjoyed another successful year.  Membership of the Group has risen to 454 
members, a net increase of 18.  Unfortunately we did not win the Recruitment and Retention cup for Surrey 
this year as we had a sad year with several of our members passing away.  We have run approximately 18% 
more walks than last year bringing the total number of walks to 346 for the year. Thanks must be given to 
Helen Whiteley as Membership Secretary who has done a great job in welcoming new members and our 
ever-increasing band of walks leaders who keep the walks programme varied and alive.  The programme 
includes short walks, long walks, ambles, fast fitness walks and summer evening walks.  We held a ‘Friends 
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Remembered’ walk for the members we have lost this year and we also participated in the local walk for the 
London Blind Club and the area’s Walkabout Festival. 
 
Group holidays are very popular.  This year members have holidayed in Shropshire, Austria, Sussex and 
Torquay. We also had a very successful day trip to Winchester in the summer to include a short and long 
walk. 
 
Social events include a New Year lunch, Disco, Annual Dinner, Sausage Sizzle, Cream tea, BBQ and Barn 
Dance. We also host ‘walking wounded’ tea parties for all those members unable to walk for health reasons 
but who want to keep in touch with their walking friends. Thanks to our Social Secretary and her team for all 
their hard work. 
 
A team of East Surrey Walkers has hosted several Walks Leaders Training days and for the first time this year 
we held 2 technical training days for walks leaders requiring help with Smartphone Navigation, focusing on 
View Ranger which is the preferred App used by ESW. We have a very active IT team and all communication 
is via the internet.  Brian Smith has completed a complete re build of our internet site and we also have an 
active Facebook page. 
 
A group of volunteers known as Ken’s Krew spend several hours a month on path maintenance and the 
installation of kissing gates to replace dilapidated styles.  We also have an active team of footpath 
secretaries, Tony Pearson, Richard Maskell and Benedict Southworth and a team of path wardens constantly 
inspecting footpaths.  One long outstanding path closure was resolved this year thanks to the dedication of 
this team. 
 
There have been 4 Committee changes since our November AGM.  We have a new Treasurer in Robert 
Coupland, a new social secretary in Christine Scott, a new publicity officer in Pamela Cunniffe and a new 
secretary in Janette Ruiz. 
East Surrey Walkers look forward to another busy and varied year of walks and social events in 2019. 
Helen McDonnell, retiring ESW Secretary. 

EPSOM AND EWELL 

We have had 50 new members this year although this has only resulted in a net increase of 7 to 389.  
 
Our website has been well used – we have had 8400 visits using a variety of devices. Messages have been 
left including one from a walker who had much appreciated our new kissing gates. 
 
During the year there were 4 regular walks a week making a total of 220. Walks of up to 3 miles on 
Thursdays, 10 -12 miles on Wednesdays and 4.5- 6 miles on Tuesdays and Sundays. Tuesday is the most 
popular day and as we have had over 38 walkers on at least 6 occasions we have tried to have 2 walks on 
some Tuesdays – this has made the numbers 30 or under and has solved some issues with parking and walk 
management. We have welcomed 375 members of other groups and over 100 visitors on our walks as well 
as in excess of 4400 members. 
 
We celebrated our 30th anniversary and held a Walking Week July 7th – 13th – during this week we began with 
a barbecue and walk and had an evening walk around Ewell ending with refreshments in The Wheatsheaf. 
We also held an additional afternoon stroll on the Friday. Thanks to Bob Hayward for arranging this. 
 
Maureen Gullett our footpath secretary has worked hard to deal with any problems - we have been 
frustrated with liaison problems with SCC over possible sites for kissing gates. We are waiting to hear how 
this will progress in the future. 
 
We held a group holiday in the Cotswolds at Boughton on the Water – much enjoyed by 24 members. 
Another is planned for June at Church Stretton. Such is the popularity of this that we hope to find an 
organiser for one in the autumn. 
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Other social activities have included Christmas Lunch, a Call my Bluff Wine Tasting, a trip to the Weald and 
Downland Museum and Eltham Palace.  
 
Members greatly appreciate the work of the committee, walk leaders and the social committee in providing 
such a variety of events. 
Frances Appleby, Secretary  

FARNHAM AND DISTRICT 

We had 3 changes to the make-up of our Committee at this year’s AGM on Saturday 24th November.  Chris 
Hodge was elected to the role of Chairman replacing Alan Buttery, Sue Ford was elected Membership 
Secretary replacing Glenn Shearer and Malcolm Macnachten was elected Publicity Secretary replacing 
Graham Noakes.  The Treasurer, Gillian Smith has completed her 3-year term but has agreed to continue for 
a further year as there were no nominations to take-over her role.   
Footpath Maintenance   
This year, we ran 8 Footpath Maintenance Tasks from March to October.  These tasks comprised replacing 
stiles with kissing gates, repairing or replacing bridges, replacing signage and a significant amount of 
vegetation clearance.  A total of 356-man hours were deployed in identifying and rectifying problems.  We 
deployed 3 co-ordinators this year, Alan Keeley, Allan Bird and Alan Buttery taking on different aspects of the 
role.   
We continue to have 3 footpath secretaries, Tim Devis, David Ross and Alan Keeley and 19 footpath wardens 
co-ordinated by Susie Duffy, warden for Frensham parish. 
Walking 
We led 428 walks during the year. This includes Tuesday evenings in the Summer focussing on those at work. 
There were also 3 litter picks, a walk with the London Blind club and a fish & chip walk.  In addition, there 
were Saturday specials to Chichester, a walk along the route of the Watercress Line and a Real Ale Trail 
around Farnham village pubs. We had 241 Ramblers during the Festival of Winter Walks and a walk on every 
day apart from Christmas Day.  The second Farnham Walking Festival was held during the Spring.  We once 
again contributed 7 walks and attracted both Ramblers and non-Ramblers.  
Membership 
Our membership numbers increased from 509 to 515. We had regular and good publicity in the Farnham 
Herald and in South East Walker. We manned a stall at The Bourne Show to publicise Ramblers and attended 
a Retirement Fair at the Farnham Maltings in February to help recruitment. 
AGM/Social Events 
We had 56 members at this year’s AGM.  
At our Spring Social in March, 65 members heard Roy Waight, local historian, who gave an excellent and 
light-hearted presentation about the history of the village of Rowledge. 
152 Ramblers attended the 6 Christmas Lunches held at the end of walks over the holiday period. 
We instigated monthly social evenings at a local Farnham pub on the 2nd Tuesday of each month with 
typically 20+ members attending each one. 
64 members attended an excellent Quiz night in October. 
Walking Holidays 
Members organised just one holiday this year to Dartmoor during September with 35 Ramblers taking part. 
Donate-A-Gate Scheme 
Farnham Group purchased and installed 2 kissing gates as part of this scheme.  Each gate was dedicated to a 
member for exceptional service to our Group. 
Alan Buttery, retiring Chair 

GODALMING AND HASLEMERE GROUP 
The year was memorable for the cold wet spring and the hot dry summer. 
 
We led 242 walks. None were cancelled in advance because other members stepped in to lead, sometimes 
at short notice. One walk was cancelled on the day because of snow. There were six new leaders. The 
average attendance on walks was seventeen compared with twenty last year. Special walks included a 
breakfast walk, three walks ending with a large lunch in December, two walks on the Isle of Wight and one in 
London which was attended by the Ramblers' CEO. 
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In June we held our annual walk with the London Blind Rambling Club. 
 
New monthly, short (4 to 6 miles) slow-paced walks were started in July.  They proved so popular that there 
are now two a month. 
 
The three one-day coach walks in the summer were to Brighton, Chartwell and Salisbury. No one succumbed 
to the heat. The house and garden visit preceded by a walk, now an established part of our programme, was 
to Stonor Park in Oxfordshire. 
 
The three-day spring walking holiday was in Swanage and the week's overseas stay at the end of September 
was in Roses, Catalonia. Both events, once advertised, were soon fully booked. 
 
Thirty-six new members joined during the year. Membership is currently 435 which is ten fewer than this 
time last year. 
 
The annual New Year lunch, quiz night and photographic evening were well attended as was a special tea 
party held in July in memory of Lionel Larcombe, a stalwart of the group, who died last year. 
 
Several items about our walks and events appeared in local newspapers and in SE Walker. An article about 
our walk with the London Blind Rambling Club appears on The Outdoor Guide website ('Blind Walkers 
Group'). 
 
Members of our footpath working party were busy; they spent 98 hours on various projects. They installed 
two kissing-gates which were donated by the group, one drain and a new handrail. They also cleared 
vegetation, built two sets of steps and repaired two bridges. 
Jennifer Caddy, Retiring Chair 

GUILDFORD GROUP 

The Chairman would like to thank the Committee and all those who volunteered for another successful year.  
 
According to Surrey area Membership Secretary our membership has risen by 28 from 314 to 343 members 
at the end of September relative to 2017.  This rise which has occurred after many successive years of falls is 
much to be welcomed and may be due in part to having found a publicity officer.   
 
Our walking records show that there were significant attendance increases with three records broken this 
year for the fourth year running, Both the number of walks (169) and the attendance figures (2487) for the 
year ending 30th of September were the highest ever recorded by Guildford Ramblers. 157 of our members 
(about 46%) completed at least one walk.  It is suspected, although it is not recorded, that the greatest 
number of pub lunches were consumed during the year. The 5 to 6 mile Wednesday mid-week walk had 
become extremely popular and we have now introduced both a long and a short walk on most Wednesdays. 
Average Wednesday attendance being 29.  The shorter walk on the first Monday of each month continues to 
attract more members.  There has been a useful increase in the number of people walking at weekends 
(average of 14) which is good after the shrinking numbers over the last few years.   
 
The path clearing volunteers led by Colin Selvin, have been out on twelve occasions in the past year. The 
time put in is equivalent to employing someone full time for three months or more. The team has worked on 
a total of 3.0 miles of paths clearing vegetation, cutting down trees & shrubs including bringing back into use 
a total of half a mile of previously lost public footpath. Five kissing gates replacing stiles have been erected, 
often involving levelling the surrounding ground. 2 stiles have been erected. 2 sets of steps have been built 
and also put up thirty waymark and seven finger posts together with lots of waymark discs. Countryside 
Assistant John Baker is very good, sorting out tasks, dealing with landowner notifications, producing risk 
assessments & generally supporting volunteers. However the County’s resources are under more pressure 
than ever, with budget cuts and also staff vacancies under review. 
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One of our members has been hard at work at Surrey County Council’s offices in Merrow preparing the maps 
for the BVPI surveys throughout Surrey which are carried out in May and November. The surveys in the 
Guildford area have been done by a small team including three new volunteers to replace a similar number 
who have resigned. The results of the BVPI surveys for the whole of Surrey are then collated by another of 
our members. 
 
Keith Chesterton the founding member of Guildford Ramblers has resigned from the Committee but hopes 
to continue as a Walk Leader and managing our statistics. The Committee and members have honoured 
Keith’s long active roll by electing him to the post of Honorary President.   
 
Our Path Secretary has spent much time checking on the condition of the paths in the Guildford area and has 
organised a system where Guildford members trained as Voluntary Path Wardens go out and check 
problems reported by the public over the years. Surrey County Council have a data base of these problems, 
but have not found resources to remove them from the data base once repairs have been carried out. 
 Our November path maintenance task was a trial where we cleared a large number of reports within a 
parish from the Countryside Access Management System and identified a worthwhile group task for 
ourselves, all with minimal input from the Countryside Access Team.  
 
The Christmas Lunch at the Drummond in Albury was organised by Lynne and was very well attended. For a 
change the Lunch took place after rather than before Christmas  
 
Our annual walking break, this year on the Brecon Beacons in May was a great success, with beautiful 
weather.  We booked into Nythfa Houset run by HF Holidays whose staff made us very welcome. Lynne 
organised the holiday and the walks with help from Geoff, Bob Gifford. Philip and Basil who led walks on the 
three days so that we had both a shorter and a longer walk each day. Should those who did not join us, wish 
to walk in this beautiful area we would highly recommend the area around Brecon. 
 
Guildford Walkfest occurred over four weeks in September.  We provided walk leaders for eleven of the 
walks. There was a very varied programme with three or so walks each day.  
Basil Minor, Retiring Chair  

KINGSTON GROUP 

There have been a couple of committee changes; Martin Read relinquished the Treasurer’s role and was 
succeeded by Nick Hollis. John Ayles was co-opted on to the committee and will help to compile the group 
programme. 
 
Membership declined from 586 (Sept 2017) to 561 (Sept 2018), mostly due to members leaving the 
Ramblers. 177 Kingston Group members were on our Group Rambles in 2017/18. 295 members of other 
groups and 67 non-members also joined our rambles 
 
We had a full programme of walks of varying distances to suit all abilities. We thank those responsible for 
putting together our programme and particularly our many leaders. We usually list here the new leaders, but 
sad to report there were no new volunteers to lead since the 2017 AGM! Thanks to the 12 who have in the 
past couple of years had to stand down from leading. 
 
A new initiative suggested by David Cooper was a joint walk with the London Blind Rambling Club (LBRC), 
which took place on Sunday 17 June. David also organised and led the event. There were 13 LBRC members 
and 20 from Kingston and other groups. The day was a great success. 
 
Another initiative was a Group Holiday – the first for nearly 10 years! All Kingston members were invited to a 
weekend based in Brockenhurst with walks along the coast and in the New Forest. It was a great success and 
there are plans to have another in 2019. 
 
We had two new Kissing Gates installed by the Guildford Group this year.  The first one was for Len Hands 
(Chair between 1999 and 2005) on the 7 February in the presence of his widow) and daughter. Roger Seear 
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said a few words and Mavis Hands cut the tape. Lunch was at the White Hart, Wood Street Village.  
 
The second one was for Gordon Prince (Treasurer between 1992 and 2002) was held on 7 November in the 
presence of Gordon’s daughter and son. Linda Hargrave said a few words and his daughter cut the tape.  
Lunch was again at the White Hart, Wood Street Village.  Both gates are situated on the same footpath near 
Wanborough Station. 
 
Kingston Ramblers had a stall on Saturday 29 September (for the 8th year) at the Surbiton Festival. Thanks to 
the 12 members who volunteered to help this year. 
Brenda Horwill, Secretary 

MOLE VALLEY GROUP 

Mole Valley Ramblers continue to maintain numbers, showing a slight upward trend with membership in 
excess of 420; 46 new members were welcomed during the year.  This is in contrast to the national 
downward trend. 

We are of the view that it is the variety of walks on offer which attracts new members and the friendliness of 
our members which keeps people coming back.   Last year’s innovation of running two walks on Wednesday 
mornings has continued and Wednesday remains our most popular walking day.  We have also had well 
supported shorter, more leisurely, walks on Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays, often finishing with a tea 
stop.  We continue to have full day walks on Saturdays and half day walks on both Saturdays and Sundays.  
We continue to offer more walks each year, 251 this year compared to 222 last year. 

We again held a highly successful Walks Festival run for 10 days from 28 April to 7 May, when walks covered 
a total distance of 250 miles.  It was possible to walk 134 miles and five walkers walked more than 100 miles.   
87 Mole Valley members took part plus 55 members from other RA Groups and 74 non-members, some of 
whom joined the group during the week.  They collectively walked 3,707 miles which compared to 2,472 last 
year was about a 50% increase.    More leisurely walks of 3-5 miles were offered this year and were well 
attended. The Festival culminated with 4 walks meeting at Wotton Hall for a picnic lunch, tea and 
homemade cake.  

Social activities included pub lunches at Christmas, in late January and the summer. 

Our annual coach outing in June went to Hythe with 3 walks on offer of varying distances, some taking 
advantage of the Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Light Railway.  A July mini break was taken in Kent by 12 
members when 20 miles were covered in 4 warm and sunny days. 

We continue to monitor footpaths, planning and environmental issues in the area.  This year we have 
organised monthly working parties to clear footpaths etc., liaising with SCC’s officers to identify sites in need 
of care and teaming up with other groups for some projects.  We have a network of VPWs who carry out 
smaller ad hoc tasks. 

Along with other groups we have faced two main challenges this year – the weather and GDPR.  The year 
started very wet and hence muddy, followed by snow and then extreme heat.  We did try some 8.30am 
starts to finish walks before the mercury rose too high but numbers were down in this period. 

As advice from the Ramblers Association did not come in time for implementation of GDPR in May we 
decided on our own approach.  We contacted the 301 members with whom we were in regular contact by 
email or post and followed up, usually by phone, on those who had not responded but we knew were still 
interested in receiving information.   Only 35 failed to opt in and so have ceased to be contacted. 

At the AGM our Treasurer of 6 years retired and was replaced by a sideways move of the Membership 
Secretary with a new Membership Secretary being elected. 
Joan Young, Chair 
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REIGATE GROUP 

We recently held our 30th AGM - there were no changes to our committee of seven – some members having 
carried out their roles for several years.  All were thanked, also thanked were the many loyal helpers who 
support us.  We were pleased to have run three smartphone navigation workshops. The group continues to 
thrive – membership numbers are maintained – and the number of walkers coming out has increased slightly 
and now stands at 18 on average – we had held two walks per week with additional evening walks in the 
summer. Owing to illness amongst our pool of leaders we have had some gaps in the past programme.  
Everyone who walks with us was encouraged to lead. Volunteers are essential for Ramblers - mention was 
made of the approaching crisis at Area level with so many posts becoming vacant in 2019. 

The last couple of years had seemed to be exceptionally wet and muddy – we had introduced a “Golden 
Boot” award for the muddiest walk – this was awarded at the AGM. We concluded the business side of the 
meeting by showing slides from our 2018 holiday in Sudbury, Suffolk and a presentation of our 2019 holiday 
in Canterbury. After tea and cake we enjoyed a talk given by a representative from Honeywood House in 
Carshalton. We had visited Honeywood House in the summer whilst walking the Wandle Trail. 

It had been a difficult year for our Footpath Maintenance Team as a result of illness and a lack of contact 
with SCC. However individual members, Voluntary Path Wardens had carried out some vegetation clearance. 

Looking to the future and our 30th Anniversary year we have some special social events planned in addition 
to our walking programme. Shortly we will be going up to Kew to see the Christmas lights, then our own 
themed Christmas Hat walk, a New Year Lunch, Barn Dance, Summer Dinner and Quiz Night.  Our walking 
programme will be including more linear walks – we have been tackling stretches of the Greensand Way. We 
also plan to include some walks taken directly from our 1988 programme – it has been interesting to see that 
back in those days the walks were regularly longer than today’s. 
Sally Wallace, Chair 

RICHMOND GROUP 

The Group had a reasonable year although our membership fell slightly. We continued to attract a 
reasonable number of new members but, as always, lost too many existing members. Our publicity made 
use of local radio, Facebook, Twitter, posters and leaflets to increase awareness of our activities. Some thirty 
people signed up to receive details of our programme at our stall at the annual Full of Life Fair, at the RFU 
stadium in Twickenham. Links with other local organisations have been fostered. Our website now 
incorporates photos and maps of routes with links to full details of walks.   
 
The walk programme covered Greater London and all surrounding counties. It included long, medium length 
and short interest walks, country, city, park and riverside walks. All walks are accessible by public transport. 
We organised a full number of mid-week and Saturday walks over the 12-month period. However, the 
number of Sunday walks was significantly down due to disruptions to rail timetables. The weekly Nordic 
walking group continues to flourish. 
 
An analysis of the walk reports showed that the proportion of Richmond members is fairly constant at about 
52%. Another 44% are from other groups and 4% are non-members. The average attendance per walk of 
about 12 was lower than usual due to adverse weather conditions (especially the summer heat wave) and 
difficulties with public transport. The average number of walks per Richmond member is about 2 per annum. 
 
The AGM for this period was combined with our Christmas party and held in late November. The New Year 
Lunch was held in January 2018 at La Familia restaurant, in Hampton Hill.  
 
The posts of Secretary and Publicity Officer are still vacant. 
Vic Lewis, retiring Secretary  
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STAINES RAMBLERS 

Membership 

Membership currently stands at 286 continuing the downward trend which is being experienced across 
Surrey and the rest of the UK. Although walking is increasingly popular, there are many alternative groups 
around which are effectively in competition with the Ramblers. 

Finance 

 The balance in hand of £637.79 has been reduced by £122.56 from last year. The balance of £637.79 
includes £160.41 from Ramblers Holidays which is to be used for promotional expenses. The balance on the 
Social A/C brought forward last year was £598.29.  

Holidays 
We have enjoyed a number of holidays and social events during the year. The first holiday was for two weeks 
in Tenerife A second holiday was to Arnside in Cumbria and in October we went to Exmoor. Exmoor Holiday 
from the 24th to 28th October really belongs in next year’s report it is probably best to report it here 
Walks  
It has been another successful year, with many diverse walks and a wide choice of difficulty and distance in 
the walks programme. The numbers are slightly down on previous years but attendances at walks are stable, 

especially for the Wednesday walks and the Saturday short walks. There are some poor attendances for the 
longer weekend walks, but I suspect this will only improve by recruiting new members who want to walk the 
longer and more difficult walks. 

 
Staines Ramblers Walking Statistics for the year to 30 September 2018 

Walkers: This year Last year 2017 Previous year 2016 

Walked once only 16 20 55 

Less than once a month 63 65 55 

Up to twice a month 23 25 19 

More than twice a month 18 25 31 

Total walkers  120 135 160 

 

Walks: This year Last year 2017 Previous year 2016 

Total walks Weekdays 53 54 53 

Total walks Saturdays 36 42 46 

Total walks Sundays 40 39 44 

Total walks 129 135 143 

Average attendance Wednesdays 17 17 17 

Average attendance Saturdays 12 13 11 

Average attendance Sundays 10 12 11 

Walk Leaders: 34 33 37 

 

Footpath Work 
Footpath work by willing and able Staines Ramblers during 2018 has been focussed on clearance in the Moor 
Lane vicinity, in contrast to last year’s gate erections at King’s ranch, Ottershaw. The work has been in 
conjunction with our Surrey CC Rights of Way volunteer co-ordinator, John Baker who supplies the main 

tools for the work on the day. 
Margaret Daborn, Secretary 

SURREY AND BEYOND RAMBLERS - SABRE  
This has been a very positive year for SABRE, with many new developments taking place alongside the 
consolidation of previous initiatives. In addition to the very good contributions made by all Committee 
members, Derek M has been an excellent webmaster and Clare S has generously continued to administer 
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our Meetup and private Facebook sites.  

Walks are, of course, at the heart of our group and its activities. This year, despite challenging weather 
conditions at times, we have continued to offer a varied and interesting walk programme of 171 walks. Walk 
lengths have varied from 3 to 17 miles, with walks in the countryside, suburbs and cities. There have been 
record levels of group participation at over 60%. We walked two long distance trails this year and had two 
joint walks with Surrey Young Walkers.  

There have been two group holidays, one in the Lake District, and an HF week in Glencoe, with a record 
breaking 46 members coming along. We also had a Springtime in Swanage mini-break over 4 days in May, 
and a Peak Pilgrimage trail weekend in June. Our total ‘boot miles’ were approximately 14 000 over all the 
year’s walks. 

We had 32 walk leaders offering walks last year, but it would be very good to see more such people coming 
forward in 2019. To support this, we have developed support systems for new recruits to learn from 
experienced leaders. We ran various mentoring and ‘training’ events in 2018, including an ifootpath event, 
but we plan to develop more of this kind of provision in 2019.  

Social events have included the summer BBQ, the Christmas lunch and dinner, a meal out in Walton, an 
outdoor cinema visit and an evening at the Ceramic Café in Hersham. We also held a series of very popular 
pub walks on Friday evenings in the summer.  

The implementation of the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) on May 25th was a real issue for our 
group throughout 2018. Following the results of the Ramblers Central Office (CO) ‘re-consent’ email in early 
May, we were informed that only 96 SABRE members had replied. This situation led to further consultation 
with Surrey Area, the committee and some SABRE members. It was then decided that the Membership 
Secretary would send out a further, group-specific request for re-consent. This resulted in the total of 
members giving their consent rising to over 200. We think there are, however, still 90+ members who will no 
longer receive newsletters and group emails.  

With the impact of the GDPR, as a Committee we decided that the SABRE social media presence needed to 
be updated beyond the members-only Facebook page which had been in existence for some time. We have 
now opened a Twitter account and created a presence on Instagram. Recognising that Facebook is still an 
important site for some members - as well as for future recruitment - we have also added a public Facebook 
page alongside the private members-only one.  

Our membership has remained stable at just over 300 members throughout the year. We started the year 
with 306 members and ended the year with 301 members. During the year we welcomed 66 new members, 
however a similar number left the group. Most of these were people who had joined but had not 
participated in walks.  

The Meetup system, very successfully used for SABRE recruitment in the past, has suffered from two 
changes this year: a change in format in early 2018 caused by the sale of the site to a US tech company; and 
the geographical switch of the site from the Walton area to Guildford where a number of new walking 
groups compete with us. Whilst Meetup continues to bring some new members into the group, these factors 
have slowed down the rate of recruitment from this source. We will continue to work with our experienced 
Meetup administrators to monitor and address this situation for SABRE. 

The 2016/17 Committee had proposed changing the current policy on Officers’ tenure and received 
comments from 19 members. The 2017/18 Committee continued this work by using Survey Monkey to send 
out a survey to all members on these tenure issues. 78 members replied directly, with a further 5 
commenting via email. The results of the survey, published in brief in a summer newsletter, showed high, 
general levels of support for the Committee’s suggestions for some minor amendments to the existing 
policy. These were accepted by a majority of 78% of members voting at the AGM on 17/11/18. 

The election resulted in the following committee for 2018/19: 

Chair - Jeanie Murray Walks Co-ordinator - David le-Quesne 

Secretary – Jane Watkins General Committee – Shirley Creed 

Treasurer - Lesley Mayoh General Committee – Mark Percy 

Membership Secretary - Eric Holes  

Jeanie Murray, Chair 
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SURREY HEATH RAMBLERS 
Surrey Heath's AGM took place on the 4th of November and was held once again in the clubhouse of 
Chobham Cricket Club. 40 members came along and with the aid of a round or two of sandwiches, plus some 
nibbles, tea and coffee, the meeting quickly struck up a participative and constructive approach. 
 
The Report for 2018 presented to the meeting was subject to an amendment regarding a social event, but 
apart from that, its content was agreed as an accurate record of the Group's activities over the year. The 
Group's accounts were part of the report, but were discussed separately to ensure that members were clear 
about the financial picture they were being presented with. The Group's Main Account, which dealt with 
official business was in surplus at the end of September, but using the surplus in conjunction with a much 
lower bid of £450 for 2018/19 is expected to bring the Group's allocation and expenditure fairly closely into 
balance as required by Ramblers' HQ. Overall, the Independent Examiner gave the accounts a clean bill of 
health and signed them off to that effect. 
 
Discussions during the course of the AGM were fairly wide ranging and covered the sending of reminder e-
mails to members about forthcoming social events, the continuing shortage of walks' leaders, the imposition 
of car parking charges by county and borough councils or their agents at outlying car parks used by walkers, 
car sharing and its particular applicability in the case of non-drivers wanting lifts and the Group's 
participation in countryside care and maintenance via Best Value Path Inspections, the Path Wardens scheme 
and volunteer working parties. 
 
One aspect which was particularly disappointing in view of the Group's walking and social programmes was 
the continuing slow decline in membership. At the end of August this year, it stood at 213 and although there 
is a trickle of new members, this is not offsetting the losses. Efforts are being made to try and reverse this 
trend, but with organisations like the U3A offering walks at a nominal cost once people have paid their 
membership, people in the age groups who once would have looked to the Ramblers to provide walking 
opportunities for them, now gravitate to the U3A. 
 
Surrey Heath had a varied programme of walks, both in terms of where they were held and the distances 
involved. Walks on Sundays averaged 5.4 miles and on Tuesdays 7.4. The aim, as always, was to satisfy the 
needs of the Group's walkers, however, the continuing shortage of walks' leaders meant that out of 101 
potential walks' dates, only 84 of them were filled, which was seven less than the previous year. Happily, the 
shortage did not prevent the Group's walk with the London Blind taking place in April. It consisted of an eight 
mile circular walk starting and ending at Sunningdale station. Also featuring in the walks' programme was the 
annual coach trip to a location well outside the Group's usual walking areas. Lymington was the chosen 
destination this year, with two walks on offer, one of ten miles, the other of five. 40 members went on the 
trip and returned to Camberley tired, but satisfied with their excursion to pastures new. 
 
The group enjoyed a good mix of social events during the year, starting with a Christmas lunch at the Pine 
Ridge Golf Club, followed by a hale and hearty quiz night in February at the Mytchett Bowls Club. A Summer 
garden party was held at the home of the Group's Treasurer and it proved a very sociable occasion too. A 
skittles evening at the Surrey Cricketers in Windlesham took place in September and although reasonably 
well attended, the turn-out was probably affected by the fact that it was advertised to members well before 
it took place with the result that it slipped a lot of people's minds. Hence the AGM item about reminder e-
mails. The Group did not have a holiday abroad during the year. One that was proposed for Slovenia fell 
through because some of the arrangements proved impossible to finalise within the time available. There 
was, however, a four-night UK break to Sidmouth at the end of September and with three walks a day to 
choose from in weather which was predominantly warm and balmy, the 35 members who went on the 
holiday found it a pleasurable finale to the year. 
 
In preparation for the management of the Group's affairs during the coming year, a new committee was 
elected at the AGM. Two members of the committee were standing down, Adrian Humphries the Walks' Co-
ordinator and John Russell, the Secretary. In their places, Liz and Paul Rougier became joint Walks' Co-
ordinators and Barbara Dobson took over as Secretary. The Group's committee will therefore be as follows; 
Chairman – Keith Bagot, Treasurer – Hilary Smellie, Secretary – Barbara Dobson, Footpath Secretary – John 
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Huggon, Walks' Co-ordinators – Liz and Paul Rougier, Membership Secretary – Brenda Wareham, Committee 
Members – Jo Holliday, Eileen McGibbon and Alan Filby. The occupants of the two posts outside the 
committee will remain the same - Volunteer Works' Co-ordinator – Maggie Holland and Librarian – Marion 
Grayling.    

John Russell, Retiring Secretary 

SURREY YOUNG WALKERS 
This year SYW has had another busy fun-packed programme of walks and/or social events. 2017 walks 
included the annual Brockham fireworks walk and the Walk along the Thames. The 2018 theme was walking 
in the Surrey Hills, with many walks and a continuing emphasis on getting fit and healthy, but we also walked 
the North and South Downs, the Greensand and Fox Ways and the Thames Path.  
 
A good part of the year focused on our mega walk of 28 miles on the South Downs. Thanks to Richard (of the 
Reigate) for helping me to test out the walk, amending the route and planning stops. Regular training for the 
event started on Box Hill early in the year and then Andrew’s ‘Mountains in Surrey’ walk was just the boost 
the training calendar needed. The mega walk itself was a huge success. Thanks to Paul for leading the short 
walk and to everyone else who supported/helped. 
 
To my Shere delight, we organised and lead two joint walks with SABRE this year, both walks (in spring and 
autumn) had very high turnouts, with Phil as walk leader. We also held our first ever Mindfulness Walk. Pete 
and Emily’s walk put a smile on my face with the first news of our babies this year. Annual evening walks 
continued with the theme ‘Evening Expeditions’.  

The weather had some adverse effects on the programme: snow stopped walking in March, however some 
did make the cathedral concert; and the summer heat health and safety concerns led to the cancellation of 
some walks.  

Social events included the alphabet of restaurants, trips to the caves in Dover, quiz nights and film nights. 
Our holiday was a sunny walking trip to the Channel Islands on the later May bank weekend. Our weekends 
away were in Winchester (in the heat) and camping in Kent (in the rain) 
 
Communication and publicity channels this year included Twitter, Facebook, an article in Walk magazine and 
participation in the Guildford walking festival. We finished the year with our annual Xmas party, this year in 
Gloucester, with a record number of members attending.   
 
We have now reached a membership total of 138. To encourage members to support SYW by leading walks, 
organising social events and serving on the committee, we once again held a Contributor evening which was 
well received. This year we focused on awarding new walk leaders (including Andy, Elaine, Tom, Ryan, 
Katharine, Sarah, Alice and Simon) to encourage more members to lead walks. This strategy has been 
successful and we hope in the year ahead it will continue to pay off.  
 
Sincere appreciation to all the committee. Some roles are more time-consuming than others, so thank you to 
those who have put in many hours towards the successful running of SYW. Also, to all the members who 
support SYW by leading walks and organising social events; without everyone playing their part as volunteers 
it wouldn’t be the great group that it is, so huge thanks to you all. 
Holly Matthews, SYW Chair 

SUTTON & WANDLE VALLEY GROUP  
Our membership at the end of September 2018 was 502, an increase of 6 on the figure for the same time 
last year.  Quite a bit of the Membership Secretary’s time has been spent trying to make sense of Head 
Office suggestions on GDPR, and how they relate to Sutton & Wandle Valley.  Thanks largely to Mike 
Clement our Webmaster, we now feel we have a better understanding of who in the group performs tasks 
which involve collecting personal data, how that data should be held and for how long.  We are in the 
process of producing an ‘audit’ of this information, which needs to be regularly updated.  Hopefully the 
GDPR-effect will be less stressful in the years to come. 
 
Excluding monthly pub meetings and the 2 coach trips (to Oxford and Sandwich), the group organised 339 
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events, possibly a record! 
 51 of these were the Friday Health walks in Beddington Park of 1.5 miles, one of which was cancelled (on 
March 2), contributing an average attendance of 44.64! These are a good source of recruitment for the 
longer walks and events. 
Of the remaining 288 events with a planned total distance of 1963.9 miles, numbers were not recorded in 
10, and unfortunately 13 had to be cancelled despite the substitution scheme, mostly due to extended 
winter weather and leader illness.  
265 events were fully executed and 3798 walkers walked a total of 24786.5 miles (this includes several 
substitutions and ignores drop-offs, but includes the 40 for the London Blind walkers).  
 
18 social events took place during the year, an increase of one on last year.  The events included visits to 
museums, cemeteries, houses, temples and synagogues, often combined with a short walk.  
 
Another successful HF holiday took place to Freshwater Bay on the Isle of Wight in early October where 27 
people enjoyed three days of walking and sight-seeing. In October 2018 we will be at HF Alnmouth. 
We took part in the Ramblers Festival of Winter Walks around Christmas 2017, with 7 walks on our 
advertising poster. A number of guests came on those walks as a result of seeing the posters that SWV 
members had distributed in our area. We had our usual stand at the Carshalton Environmental Fair on 
August Bank Holiday with a good group of members helping on the stall, giving out slightly fewer 
programmes than last year, but the photo display gained much interest, from members and the public.  
Our website and the walks published on it provide public visibility of our activities as well as information for 
our members and the public.  The website enables the collection of walk submissions for the next 
programme as well as providing information for new walkers/joiners.  
 
Among other activities, our Footpath Secretary lodged objection to a planning application by a landowner to 
fence in an area of woodland adjacent to footpaths that we and other groups often use, south of Banstead 
between Chipstead Road and Holly Lane West. A certificate of lawful development has now been sought by 
the landowner. He also dealt with complaint referred from local resident about impassable public right of 
way section of the Beverley Brook Path, adjacent to Beverley Meads Recreation Ground, and liaised with 
resident, cleared path and sought assurance from Merton as to future maintenance. 
 
The Weekly News & Update is now always sent out by Mailchimp in order to comply with GDPR. It is now 
sent out to 318 members each week.  
Roger Sugden, Chair 

WOKING GROUP 
The charitable objects of the Ramblers are to promote, encourage or assist in a) providing and protecting 
footpaths, b) protecting the beauty of the countryside, c) facilitating open-air recreation and d) educating the 
public on countryside access and conservation. 

So how have the activities of Woking Group during the past year fitted in with the charitable objects?  

a) We have kept up pressure on Surrey County Council to try to solve the problem of Pigeonhouse Bridge 
over the River Wey.  This has been ongoing since the winter of 2013/2014. 

The Ramblers continue to do Best Value Performance Indicators path inspections for Surrey County 
Council. We now have two qualified inspectors in the group (David Lugton and myself). There were 
fewer than usual paths to inspect in Woking borough in May 2018, and David did all of them. Thank you, 
David.  

We also have four accredited Volunteer Path Wardens who are allowed to do minor path maintenance 
work such as light vegetation clearance to the full legal width of the path, as well as maintenance and 
replacement of waymarks. The group has however, not undertaken a major path maintenance task this 
year. 
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We get notified, via the Area Footpath Secretary, of all path problems in Surrey reported to the 
Ramblers via its Pathwatch scheme. It is actually quite rare that a problem in Woking borough is 
reported of which we were not already aware.  

Towards the end of the year we became aware of the possible intention of Network Rail to restrict 
access to Brookwood Cemetery from Brookwood station. We have alerted Pirbright Parish Council, 
Woking Borough Council, Brookwood Cemetery, and the Brookwood Cemetery Society to the situation.  

The imposition of charges by Surrey County Council at Newlands Corner, on Chobham Common, 
Whitmoor Common and Wisley & Ockham Commons has been well publicised. All of these are outside 
Woking borough, but in the territory where we walk.  

Horsell Common Preservation Society has imposed a 2-hour time limit for parking at two car parks. 
These have effectively ruled out our their use for group walks. A letter of complaint has been sent to the 
Society. 

b) As a group, we have done very little in the way of countryside protection work. We do, however, get 
notified from time to time of major local authority plans, e.g. Surrey Waste Plan, which have no direct 
impact on our activities or our immediate walking environment.  

c) This is the prime focus of the group’s activities. We organise a varied and regular walks programme which 
is open to all. Our aim is to have a minimum of one weekday half-day walk and one whole-day weekend 
walk each week, but this year we haven’t quite managed to achieve this every week. It has been pleasing 
to see more group members at the Surrey Area walks leaders training courses, and we have gained a few 
new leaders as a result. But other leaders have either retired or moved away from the district, so as ever 
we still need more volunteers to lead walks for us.  

d) Some of our walks leaders do, through their own personal knowledge, pass on items of information about 
places we pass through on our walks and to that minor extent we do a little education about our local 
countryside.  

GROUP OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 
Clare Dixon, Julia Goodswen, and Jane Warner all retired from the committee at the AGM last year. We 
thanked all of them for their past work for the group.  

Bridget Nicholson was elected as our new Secretary, Alan Howe became our new Treasurer, Jenny Childs 
became Social Secretary, and Raisha Bond was elected as an ordinary committee member. Malcolm 
Brickwood continued in post as Publicity Officer and as Webmaster while Sylvia Brickwood also continued as 
Membership Secretary.  

Raisha, unfortunately, had to step down during the year owing to ill health. We thank her for her 
contribution to the group. Jenny Childs is moving away from Woking, but has kindly continued to act as 
Social Secretary for the time being.  

During the year, Julia Goodswen has become our de facto walks co-ordinator, though not on the committee, 
with Malcolm as her back-up. 

We always welcome new volunteers to join the committee. Fresh faces with new blood and new ideas are 
necessary in any organisation. 

Brian Reader, Chair 
 

   

 
 


